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CITY  OF  BATH. 

December,  1949 

Mayor  : Councillor  L.  N.  PUNTER,  M.B.E. 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  : Alderman  W.  Barrett. 

Aldermen  G.  Burden,  W.  J.  Say. 

Councillors  : — The  Mayor  ; G.  T.  Biggs,  S.  D.  Chappell,  Mrs.  H. 
Cordiner,  C.  P.  Curran,  A.  N.  Dix,  Miss  A.  M.  Hicks,  T.  Jones, 
C.  E.  Kindersley,  F.R.C.S.,  Commander  D.  H.  Magnay,  R.N.,  A.  J. 
Osborne,  Mrs.  H.  Perry,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Poynton,  S.  A.  Smith, 
L.  H.  W.  Wheeler,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Williams. 

Co-opted  Members : — 

Miss  M.  L.  Bastable,  Mrs.  M.  Cooke,  Miss  K.  M.  Ealand,  Mr.  S.  P. 
Ellis,  Dr.  A.  R.  Guirdham,  Mrs.  H.  Miles,  Mrs.  W.  J.  Say,  Mr.  E.  W. 
Smith,  Dr.  A.  Sutherland,  Mrs.  J.  Wesley  Whimster. 

Sub-Committees : — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare: 

Chairman  : Alderman  W.  Barrett. 

Deputy  Chairman-.  Councillor  C.  E.  Kindersley,  F.R.C.S. 

Councillors: — T.  Jones,  A.  J.  Osborne,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Poynton,  S.  A. 

Smith.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Williams. 

Miss  M.  L.  Bastable,  Mrs.  M.  Cooke,  Miss  K.  M.  Ealand,  Mr.  S.  P, 
• Ellis,  Dr.  A.  Sutherland. 

Mental  Health  Services  : 

Chairman  : Alderman  W.  Barrett. 

Deputy  Chairman-.  Councillor  C.  E.  Kindersley,  F.R.C.S. 
Alderman  W.  J.  Say. 

Councillors: — Mrs.  H,  Cordiner,  A.  N.  Dix,  Mrs.  H.  Perry. 

Dr.  A.  R.  Guirdham,  Mrs.  H.  Miles,  Mrs.  W.  J,  Say,  Mr.  E.  W.  Smith, 

Mrs.  J.  Wesley  Whimster. 

Sanitary  and  General  Purposes  : 

Chairman  : Alderman  W.  Barrett. 

Deputy  Chairman  : Councillor  C.  E.  Kindersley,  F.R.C.S. 
Alderman  G.  Burden. 

Councillors  : — The  Mayor;  G.  T.  Biggs,  S.  D.  Chappell,  C.  P.  Curran, 
A.  N.  Dix,  Miss  A.  M.  Hicks,  T.  Jones,  L.  H.  W.  Wheeler. 

Special  Sub-Committee  re  Health  Centres: 

Chairman  : Alderman  W.  BARRETT. 

Deputy  Chairman . Councillor  C.  E.  Kindersley,  F.R.C.S. 
Councillors: — G.  T.  Biggs,  T.  Jones,  Mrs.  H.  Perry,  .S.  A.  Smith, 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Williams. 
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HOUSING  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman  : Councillor  A.  E.  Whitcher. 

Aldermen  S.  J.  Amblin,  J.  W.  Andrews,  A.  W,  S.  Berry,  S.  Day. 

Councillors  : — 

The  Mayor;  Mrs.  A.  M.  Fitzjohn,  Mrs.  H.  Perry,  C.  R.  Shadwell, 

F.  G.  Tranter. 

Co-opted  Members  : — 

Mps.  F.  E.  Coltart  Mrs.  D.  Smithard 
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STAFF.  December,  1949. 

riie  following  particulars  are  given  in  accordance  with  the  request 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  School  Medical  Officer,  Administrative 
Tuberculosis  Officer  and  tMedical  Superintendent,  Claverton  Down 
Isolation  Hospital,  Bath. 

B.  A.  Astley  Weston, 

M.B., Ch.B.,  (Bristol),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Deputy  School  Medical  Officer, 
fClinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  fMedical  Attendant,  Claverton 
Down  Isolation  Hospital,  Bath. 

H.  Campbell,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

Norah  D.  Pinkerton,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Lond.),  B.Sc. 

Sara  Evans,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

City  Analyst : *H.  F.  Barke,  F.I.C. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : 

A.  Tyler,  F.R.San.I.,  F.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.A.  (Scot.). 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

G.  W.  Dhenin,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors : 

R.  W.  L,  Read,  D.P.A.,  M.S.I.A. 

R.  J.  Pendlebury,  D.P.A.,  M.S.I.A. 

F.  C.  Hills,  M.S.I  A. 

D.  G.  I.  Smith,  M.S.I.A. 

R.  E.  Adams,  M.S.I.A. 

Rodent  Officer:  W.  P.  Trevor  (4  operators). 

Senior  Health  Visitor : 

Miss  G.  Sparshatt,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  G.  Davies,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Miss  N.  M.  Hill,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Rendle,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

Miss  P.  Silby,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V  Cert. 

Miss  B.  J.  Macquillan,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert. 

(from  21/4/49). 

Miss  M.  Macauley,  S.R.N  , S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.  (from  16/8/49). 
Miss  D.  Milsom,  S.R.N.,  S C M.,  H.V.Cert.  (from  1/9/49). 

Miss  S.  E.  Jones,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (Pupil  Health  Visitor). 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  : 

Miss  D.  M.  Payne,  S.C.M. 

Health  Visitor  : 

*Mrs.  I.  G.  Swaine,  S.R.N. 
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Authorised  Officers,  Mental  Health  Section  ; 

R.  L.  Reddish  (from  21/9/49). 

J.  G.  McLeod  (from  8/7/49). 

Supervisor,  Occupation  Centre : 

Mrs.  D.  Denyer. 

Matrons,  Day  Nurseries  : 

Mrs.  H.  Hunt,  S.R.N.  (Park  Lane). 
Vacant  (Beaufort  East). 


Clerks ; 

C.  J.  Taylor,  Chief  Clerk 
(from  1/6/49). 

R.  G.  Lavis,  D.P.A. 

V.  G.  Fudge 

T.  D.  Blyth 

Temporary  Staff  : 

Miss  K.  Bishop 

Medical  Officers  to  Ante-Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 
Dr.  Norah  D.  Pinkerton  *Dr.  D.  Tasker 
Dr.  Sara  Evans  *Dr.  M.  Child 

Superintendent  of  Council  Midwives  and  Home  Nurses  : 
Miss  A.  Cook,  S.R  N,,  S.C.M. 

Deputy  Superintendent : 

Miss  E.  M.  Vigar,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 


B.  J.  Stowell  Miss  J.  M.  Double 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Welch  Miss  C.  A.  Mosscrop 
K.  G.  Morley  A.  Ashman 
Miss  B.  White  (from  21/3/49). 

Mrs.  R.  Dolman 


Council  Midwives  ; 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Harris  Miss  J.  A.  Young 
*Mrs.  K.  Morkot  Miss  D.  Cannon  (from  4/4/49). 

Home  Help  Organiser : 

Mrs.  K.  M.  Fosbery  (from  1.3.49). 

The  Staff  of  the  School  Medical  Department  is  given  in  my  Report 
to  the  Education  Authority. 


‘Part-time  Officer  of  the  Council 

fAgency  arrangements  with  the  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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To  The  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  and  to  the  Aldermen 
^ AND  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Bath. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  Report  on  the 
Local  Authority’s  Health  Services  in  the  City  for  the  year  1949. 

In  my  last  report  I incorporated  the  Schemes  approved  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  whereby  you  proposed  to  carry  out  your  duties 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  In  this  report  are  set 
out  the  details  of  the  first  full  year  in  which  these  Schemes  operated. 
It  is  desirable  to  recall  that  these  Schemes  are  partly  immediate  and 
partly  long  term  and  that  it  may  be  many  years  before  they  can  be 
fully  implemented.  It  is  also  well  to  remember  that  the  Local 
Authority's  Health  Services  form  part  only  of  the  comprehensive 
Service  designed  by  the  Act,  and  that  therefore  full  implementation  of 
much  of  your  purpose  is  dependent  on  the  Hospital  and  General 
Practitioner  Services.  I am  happy  to  record  the  fact  that  there  exists 
a great  degree  of  willingness  on  both  sides  to  understand  each  other’s 
difficulties  and  that  I have  had  the  greatest  degree  of  co-operation 
from  the  Staffs  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

Within  the  Health  Department  itself  there  is  excellent  co- 
operation between  the  various  Sections,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 
Home  Nursing  and  Domestic  Help.  As  School  Medical  Officer,  I am 
able  to  co-ordinate  the  work  of  both  the  Child  Welfare  and  School 
Medical  Departments,  and  it  is  important  that  this  co-ordination 
should  be  maintained  as  the  child  is  the  same  whether  under  or 
within  compulsory  school  age. 

The  work  of  the  City  Ambulance  Service  continues  to  grow,  and 
the  Health  Department  is  in  constant  touch  with  the  Chief  Officer  of 
the  Fire  Brigade,  under  whose  control  the  Ambulance  Service  has 
been  placed. 

Included  in  this  report  is  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  record 
of  the  work  of  his  Department.  The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  work  is 
intimately  linked  with  that  of  every  other  Section  of  the  Health 
Department  and  it  is  a pleasure  to  acknowledge,  not  only  the  happy 
relations  that  exist  between  the  Sanitary  and  all  other  Sections,  but 
also  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  with  which  the  work  is  done. 

The  work  of  each  of  these  technical  sections  involves  much  that 
is  purely  clerical.  The  Clerical  Staff  has  cemented  the  work  of  the 
various  Sections  in  collecting  and  collating  the  information  obtained 
by  technical  officers.  I am  most  grateful  to  each  member  of  the  Staff, 
particularly  to  the  Chief  Clerk,  Mr.  Taylor,  for  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  their  important  duties  have  been  carried  out. 

May  I again  thank  you  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  on 
behalf  of  the  Department  for  your  kind  consideration  of  our  efforts. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

B.  A.  ASTLEY  WESTON. 

Medical  O'fficer  of  Health 


Bath,  October,  1950. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

City  and  County  Borough  of  Bath. 
Health  Resort  and  Chief  Town  of  Somerset. 


Area  of  the  Borough,  5152  Statute  acres. 

Situation — Latitude  51®  23'  N.,  Longitude  2°  21'  W. 

Elevation — Varies  from  50  feet  above  sea  level  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Bath  Avon  toj| 
about  550  feet  on  the  South  and  700  feet  on  the  North. 

Mean  elevation — 269  feet  above  sea  level. 

Geological  Formation — Oolitic  Clays,  Limestones  and  Sands  ; Lias  and  Gravel. 

Water — Constant  service  of  moderately  hard  spring  water.  Corporation  Reservoirs 
have  a total  capacity  of  61,000.000  gallons.  Average  daily  consumption,  1949,  ' 
29.14  gallons  per  head  ; 1944-48  26.48  gallons. 

Sewage  disposal  almost  exclusively  by  water  carriage.  Treated  at  Saltford. 

House  refuse  removed  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Population — Pre-war,  about  69,000  (see  below). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses.  Census  1931,  15,599  (t.e.,  structurally  separate  dwellings  i 
occupied  by  private  families).  Estimate  for  1949,  19,700. 


Years 

... 

1949. 

1948. 

Mean  of 
1941-45. 

Mean  of 
1936-40. 

n , 1 Birth  and  Marriage  rates 

Population  i 

77,280 

77,350 

75,720 

70.432 

. . • 

77,280 

77,350 

75,720 

70,908 

Rainfall  (Mean  of  80  yrs.,  1866-1945,  30'92 

ns).... 

2323 

3234 

2743 

3114 

Rateable  Value  in  March,  1950 

649,134 

645,374 

634,046 

619,703 

Rates — Total  per 

20/- 

18/8 

12/4 

10/6 

One  penny  General  Rate  produced  ... 

£ 

2,600 

2,580 

2,541 

2,390 

Total  net  indebtedness  March,  1950... 

£ 

3,919,473 

3,396,955 

2,473,380 

2,211,120 

Ditto  per  person  ... 

£ 

50-12-1 

43-15-5 

32-19-3 

32-7-6 

Marriages — Number  Registered 

661 

651 

657 

731 

Rate  per  1000  population. 

Bath 

17-1 

16'8 

17'3 

207 

Ditto.  England  and 

Wales 

170 

181 

16'8 

19'2 

Births —Number 

Bath 

1174 

1252 

1197 

877 

Rate  per  1000  population  ... 

»» 

15'2 

16'2 

15'9 

12'4 

Ditto.  England  and 

Wales 

16-7 

17'9 

160 

14-9 

Illegitimate  births  per  1000  infants 

born 

Bath 

60 

67 

91 

48 

Deaths — Number — Civilian  Bath  residents 

1079 

961 

1045 

1076 

Net  rate  per  1000  population, 

Bath 

140 

12'4 

13  7 

15  1 

Standardized  rate  for  age  and  sex 

(t 

11-6 

10'2 

11  3 

IT3 

Englandand Wales,  Crude  Death-rate' 

11-7 

108 

119 

12'5 

Infant  Mortality — ... 

Bath 

29 

36 

47 

43 

England  and 

Wales 

32 

34 

50 

55 

Illegitimate  Infants 

Bath 

29 

71 

111 

42 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  (under 

2 yrs.) 

0 

1 

8 

1 

Ditto.  Rate  per  1000  births, 

Bath 
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68 

10 

Ditto.  do.  England  and 

Wales 

30 

3'3 

5'2 

5 3 

Principal  Causes  of  Death — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

• • • 

31 

34 

39 

40 

"Other"  Tuberculosis 

5 

3 

7 

6 

Influenza 

• • • 

11 

3 

16 

25 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS-  ~Continued 
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Years 


Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Cancer 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.,  Heart 
Disease  & other  Circulatory  diseases 
Nephritis 
Senile  Decay 
Violence 

Death  Rates  per  1000  population  from — 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
“ Other  ” Tuberculosis 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  ... 
Cancer 

Deaths  at  various  age  periods — 

Under  1 year 
1 to  5 years 

Between  5 and  60  years 
Over  60  years 

Infectious  Disease — Cases  notified 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever  ... 

Small-pox 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
“Other"  Tuberculosis 

See  also  pages  34  and  62 

Infectious  Disease —Attack  rates  per  1000 
population — 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
“ Other  " Tuberculosis 
Number  of  Deaths  from — 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Puerperal  Sepsis 

Death  Rates  per  1000  population  from — 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
• Puerperal  Sepsis 


1949 

1948 

Mean  of 
1941-45 

Mean  of 
1936-40 

52 

32 

57 

57 

24 

15 

26 

20 

161 

162 

158 

155 

595 

494 

453 

458 

27 

19 

27 

38 

21 

28 

26 

32 

39 

43 

47 

43 

0'40 

0 44 

0'52 

0 57 

0 06 

0 04 

009 

008 

0T4 

1 0 04 

0 21 

0 35 

0 67 

j 0’41 

075 

0 80 

0 31 

! 0T9 

034 

028 

0 05 

' 006 

Oil 

OTO 

208 

209 

208 

218 

33 

45 

57 

38 

8 

2 

14 

14 

214 

175 

218 

239 

824 

739 

755 

788 

1 

4 

54 

111 

51 

48 

142 

129 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 



— 

18 

11 

20 

28 

1 

1 

10 

6 

1 

3 

16 

17 

75 

75 

74 

31 

14 

6 

10 

12 

001 

005 

0'71 

1 59 

066 

062 

F86 

F76 

— 

001 

002 

004 

023 

014 

026 

0 39 

001 

0 04 

0'21 

0 24 

097 

097 

0-97 

0 72 

0 18 

0 08 

012 

017 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

' 

— 

— 

1 

1 



1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 



0 02 

0 06 

— 

— 

— 

0 01 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 02 

001 

— 

001 

002 

0 02 

001 

— 

0'03 

001 

0 01 

0 01 
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Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  City  of  Bath 
for  the  Year  1949. 


Section  A. 

SrATISTlCS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Bath  may  be  described  as  a modern  health  resort  with 
important  literary  and  historical  associations  ; a city  whose  amenities 
and  pleasant  situation  attracted  as  a place  of  residence  many  retired 
and  other  people  able  to  choose  where  they  would  live  ; and  the  site 
of  several  important  industries  These  remain  as  permanent  features, 
but  during  the  last  few  years  the  general  character  of  the  population  in 
regard  to  age,  sex,  occupation  and  length  of  residence  has  been  con- 
siderably modified  by  circumstances  to  which  reference  was  made  in 
the  1944  Report. 

The  area  comparability  factor  of  .82,  given  to  us  by  the 
Registrar-General  in  1940,  was  revised  this  year  to  .83.  In  the  light 
of  the  remarks  contained  in  the  opening  paragraph  it  will  be  of 
interest  to  learn  the  actual  position  revealed  by  the  National  Census 
in  1951. 


Population.  The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  1949  mid-year 
population  was  77,280,  a decrease  of  330  compared 
with  77,610  which  was  the  figure  for  1948.  The  population  in  1938, 
the  last  complete  year  before  the  war,  was  68,300. 


Births  and  Infant  Mortality.  There  were  1,174  births  in  1949; 

78  fewer  than  last  year.  The  rate 
per  thousand  population  for  1949  was  16.2  compared  with  16.2  for  last 
year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16.7. 

The  Infant  Mortality  rate  was  29  per  1 ,000  live  births  compared 
with  36  in  1948,  and  an  average  of  44  for  the  5 years,  1943-47.  The 
1949  figure  for  the  Country  as  a whole  was  32  and  for  the  126  County 
Boroughs  and  Great  Towns,  37. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  continues  to  decline,  viz.,  to, 
70,  as  compared  with  84,  105  and  110  for  the  three  previous  years. 
The  rate  of  illegitimate  births  per  1000  infants  born  is,  however,  still 
in  excess  of  the  pre-war  rate. 
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The  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  29  is  exceptionally  low.  Records 
show  that  this  rate  has  been  improved  upon  only  once,  namely  in 
1938,  when  it  was  28,  It  is  however,  in  keeping  with  the  general  low 
rate  of  recent  years,  and  is  the  result  of  improved  social  conditions 
together  with  the  better  ante-natal  care  of  the  mother.  One  cause  of 
infant  mortality  remains  almost  unchanged,  that  is  to  say  deaths 
from  Prematurity  and  Congenital  Defects.  During  1949,  of  the  33 
infants  who  died  in  the  first  year  of  life,  6 were  from  Prematurity  and 
14  from  Congenital  Defects.  If  therefore  any  further  reduction  in 
Infant  Mortality  is  to  be  effected,  research  is  necessary  into  the  causes 
of  these  conditions  during  the  ante-natal  period. 

Marriages.  The  number  registered  as  taking  place  in  Bath,  not 
necessarily  of  Bath  people,  was  661,  as  compared  with 
661  in  1948.  The  marriage  rate  per  thousand  population  was  17.1 
and  for  England  and  Wales,  17.0. 

Deaths.  The  standardised  death-rate  for  1949  was  11.6,  compared 
with  10.2  in  1948  and  an  average  of  11.3  for  the  ten  years 
1936 — 1946.  Details  of  the  principal  causes  of  deaths  and  the  incidence 
in  various  age  groups  are  given  in  the  Summary  (pages  60  and  61). 
The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  vital  statistics  are  given  in 


the  form  suggested  in  the  Ministry 

of  Health’s  Circular  No.  1961, 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

...1104 
....  70 

660 

39 

564 

31 

Birth  Rate,  16.2 

Stillbirths 

....  22 

11 

11 

Rate  per  1,000 
total  births,  18.4 

Deaths 

1079 

498 

681 

Death-rate,  11.6 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths. 

(live  and  still)  births. 

Puerperal  sepsis 

• • • 

0 

0.00 

Other  puerperal 

causes 

0 

0.00 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate,  29 ; Illegitimate,  29  ; Total,  29. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  161 

,,  „ Measles  (all  ages)  ...  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

,,  „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  — 

The  steady  fall  in  the  rate  of  Stillbirths  continues,  although  it 
is  probable  that  the  causes  are  similar  to  those  of  premature  birth  and 
congenital  defect.  During  the  period  1939-48  the  mean  stillbirth  rate 
was  28.0  per  1000  total  births. 

(For  number  of  births,  birth  rates,  infant  mortality  and  maternal 
mortality  see  pages  8 and  9). 
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Section  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILI)  WELFARE. 

The  Health  Committee  is  responsible  to  the  Council  for  carrying 
out  a comprehensive  scheme  which  includes  the  following: — Two 
Ante-natal  Clinics  (five  sessions  weekly) ; one  Post-natal  Clinic, 
Supervision  of  Midwives  under  the  Midwives  Acts  ; The  Municipal 
Midwifery  Service ; Eight  Health  Visitors : Five  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  (Six  weekly  sessions  and  one  fortnightly)  ; Provision  of  milk 
and  welfare  foods  for  mothers  and  infants  ; Dental  Service  ; Birth 
Control  Clinic;  two  Day  Nurseries;  Home  Nursing;  Provision  of 
Domestic  Help  ; and  arrangements  for  the  care  of  Unmarried  Mothers, 

A summary  of  the  work  done  during  1949  follows,  together  with 
brief  explanatory  comments  where  necessary.  In  general  terms  it  may 
be  said  that  the  whole  of  the  services  have  been  maintained  at  their 
previous  level. 


HEALTH  CENTRES. 

As  mentioned  in  the  Report  for  1948,  discussions  have  taken 
place  between  the  Executive  Council  for  Bath  and  the  Health 
Committee  regarding  the  provision  of  Health  Centres,  and  tentative 
plans  are  being  drawn  for  consideration,  but  otherwise  the  situation 
remains  unchanged. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


Ante-'Natal  Clinics.  Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1948. 


Day 

Number  of  Sessions  held 
Number  of  new  patients 
Total  attendances 
Average  per  session 
Ante-natal  home  visits  by  City 
Midwives 


Rivers  Street 
Mon.,  Tues., 
Wed. 

...  222  (254) 

...  353  (559) 

...  2486  (3748) 
...  13  (15) 

...  1050  (1308) 


Blue  Coat 
House 
Friday. 

49  (49) 

43  (93) 

360  (644) 
8 (13) 


During  the  year  it  was  decided,  in  view  of  the  reduced 
attendances  at  the  Ante-natal  Clinics,  to  discontinue  the  Friday 
afternoon  session  at  Rivers  Street.  One  effect  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act  has  been  that  more  expectant  mothers  are  booking  a 
General  Practitioner  Obstetrician  for  their  confinement,  causing  a 
reduction  in  Midwives’  cases  and  a reduced  attendance  at  Ante-Natal 
Clinics. 


Post-Natal  Clinic.  124  new  patients  attended  the  sessions  held 

during  1949,  and  the  total  attendances  were 
159  (221  patients  and  293  attendances  in  1948). 

This  weekly  clinic  was  changed  to  a fortnightly  session  during 
the  year.  The  reduced  attendance  is  again  due  to  the  provision  of 
General  Practitioner  Obstetricians. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

For  days  and  times  see  page  26.  Figures  for  1949  are  as 
follows ; — 


Blue  Coat 

Oldfield 

South- 

Odd 

House 

Walcot 

Park 

down 

Down 

Number  of  sessions 

93 

93 

47 

22 

45 

Attendances  of  children 

3103 

1753 

732 

444 

768 

New  cases  included  in  above 

329 

138 

196 

39 

104 

Average  attendance  of  infants 
per  session 

33-4 

18-8 

15-6 

20-2 

170 

The  attendances  recorded  above  are  those  in  which  the  child  was 
seen  by  the  doctor.  The  table  shows  that  there  were  6,800  consult- 
ations at  300  sessions,  an  average  of  22'7  per  session.  (In  1948,  the 
figures  were  7,917  ; 303  ; and  26T).  In  addition,  there  were  3,399 
visits  of  infants  for  weighing,  renewal  of  milk  applications,  and  so 
forth,  for  whom  a consultation  with  the  doctor  was  not  necessary. 

With  the  change  in  the  distribution  of  the  population,  both 
inside  and  outside  the  City,  the  need  for  new  Centres  becomes  apparent 
in  order  that  mothers  of  young  children  may  easily  attend  Centres  for 
guidance  without  taking  young  infants  long  distances  through  busy 
streets. 

The  provision  of  Centres  in  the  Lower  Weston  and  Twerton 
areas  is  under  consideration,  and  the  suggestion  that  the  clinic  at 
Southdown  should  be  changed  to  a more  convenient  time,  mentioned 
in  the  Report  for  1948,  was  implemented  early  in  1950.  Afternoon 
sessions  are  held  each  week,  instead  of  the  fortnightly  morning  clinic. 

The  Council  continues  to  owe  a deep  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
voluntary  helpers  connected  with  the  Infant  Welfare  Associations, 
many  of  whom  have  given  constant  help  over  a long  series  of  years. 
Without  them  the  work  could  not  be  continued  on  the  present  lines, 
and  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  paid  staff. 

Supply  of  Milk  to  Mothers  and  Children.  Although  large  quan- 
tities of  milk  are 

distributed  free,  or  at  reduced  prices,  under  the  Government  scheme, 
a demand  for  various  special  types  of  dried  milk  continues  and  over 
3 tons  were  distributed  through  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  Most  of 
this  was  paid  for  at  cost  price  by  the  mothers  and  all  of  it  was 
sanctioned  by  the  medical  officers,  because  of  the  condition  or  need  of 
the  mother  or  child. 

There  are  also  facilities  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  for  the 
sale  of  proprietary  welfare  foods,  and  the  distribution  of  cod  liver  oil 
and  orange  juice  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Like  so  many  other  long  established  services,  the  Infant  Welfare 
work  needs  to  be  brought  into  line  with  the  general  scheme  for  health 
and  social  welfare.  This  may  mean  discarding  old  routines  and 
developing  on  new  lines.  Infant  Centres  were  never  intended  to  pro- 
vide treatment  for  illness,  but  rather  to  educate  mothers  in  healthy 
living  so  that  their  children  might  avoid  disease.  In  the  past  there  was 
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great  need  to  provide  some  minor  forms  of  treatment  through  Infant 
Welfare  Centres,  when  the  dependents  of  a man  insured  under  the 
National  Health  Insurance  Act  were  not  provided  for.  Today,  there 
is  provision  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  for  all  to  receive 
free  treatment  and  advice.  There  is  now  a grand  opportunity  for  the 
Infant  Centre  to  develop  its  true  function  of  Health  Education. 

Dental  Service.  The  Council’s  School  Dental  Service  unfortunately 
terminated  in  June  owing  to  the  death  of  the 
Senior  Dental  Officer,  who  had  carried  on  alone  after  the  resignation 
of  his  assistant.  It  was  not  possible  to  replace  these  officers  during 
the  latter  half  of  the  year. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  up  to 
June,  1949 : — 

(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care  : 


Examined 

Needing 

treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally  Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing 
mothers 

53 

53 

53 

53 

Children  under  five  ... 

66 

66 

66 

66 

(b)  Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided  : 


Extractions 

Anaesthetics 

Fillings 

( 

Scalings  or  Scaling 
and  gum  treatment 

Silver  Nitrate 
treatment 

Dressings 

Radiographs 

Dentures 

provided 

Local 

i 

General 

Complete 

Partial 

Expectant  and 
Nursing 
mothers 

223 

41 

51 

21 

8 

— 

14 

1 

7 

45 

Children 

under  five 

47 

— 

38 

17 

— 

4 

10 

— 

— 

— 

The  Dental  Department  was  fitted  with  its  own  X-Ray 
apparatus  during  1949. 

Arrangements  are  made  with  a local  private  dental  mechanic 
for  the  provision  of  dentures  required  by  patients  attending  the  Local 
Authority’s  dental  clinics. 

Cases  referred  to  the  Dental  Officers  were  those  actually 
requiring  dental  treatment.  Owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff,  it  was 
not  possible  to  carry  out  inspections  at  the  Ante-natal  and  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics. 
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Orthopaedic  Treatment.  By  arrangement  with  the  Regional 

Hospital  Board,  the  after-care  and 
massage  clinics  continued  to  be  held  in  the  premises  of  the  Health 
Department.  Regular  sessions  are  held  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon, 
and  weekly  sessions  by  the  After-Care  Sister  for  massage  and  treat- 
ment recommended  by  the  Surgeon.  Patients  are  referred  for  Ultra- 
Violet  Ray  or  Hot  Pool  treatments  to  the  City  Bathing  Establishment. 
Clerical  assistance  in  connection  with  the  clinics  is  provided  by  the 
staff  of  the  School  Medical  Department.  During  the  year,  686  attend- 
ances to  the  After-Care  Clinic,  and  404  to  the  Massage  Clinic  were 
made  by  children  under  school  age. 

“Birth  Control”  Clinic-  57  married  women  attended  this  Clinic 

during  1949,  compared  with  68  in  1948. 
Cases  are  referred  from  the  Ante-natal  or  Post-Natal  Clinics  chiefly, 
but  an  increasing  number  are  referred  by  General  Practitioners.  All 
cases  are  checked  by  the  Medical  Officer  before  an  appointment  is  made 
and  only  those  referred  for  medical  reasons  are  accepted. 

Premature  Infants.  Careful  attention  continued  to  be  paid  to  the 

points  raised  in  the  Ministry’s  Circular  20/44. 
The  institutional  facilities  described  in  the  1944  Report  were  again 
available  and  arrangements  have  been  made  to  ensure  as  far  as 
possible  that  we  become  aware  of  all  cases  of  prematurity,  so  that  our 
records  may  be  complete  and  the  requisite  following  up  carried  out. 
Of  the  7 infants  who  were  entirely  nursed  at  home,  1 died  from  prema- 
turity ; and  of  the  38  who  were  nursed  in  hospitals  or  nursing  homes, 
4 deaths  were  attributed  to  that  cause. 

Our  figures  for  1949  appear  to  confirm  in  a small  way,  the 
opinion  that  there  is  greater  chance  of  survival  for  a premature  infant 
if  it  is  cared  for  during  the  early  weeks  of  life  in  a specially  equipped 
and  staffed  Hospital  Unit.  Such  a Unit  exists  at  both  the  major 
hospitals  in  the  Bath  Group,  under  the  direction  of  a Pediatrician. 

The  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  is  to  provide  through  its 
Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting  Services  a team  of  nurses,  experienced 
in  the  care  of  premature  infants,  to  nurse  such  children  when 
circumstances  prevent  their  admission  to  the  Hospital  Unit. 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children  and  Unmarried  Mothers. 

The  great  importance  of  doing  everything  possible  to  ensure  the 
welfare  of  the  infant  and  the  rehabilitation  of  the  mother  in  these  cases 
is  fully  recognised,  and  the  scheme  referred  to  in  previous  Reports  as 
printed  on  pages  234-6  oi  the  1944  Council  Minutes  continued  to  work 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  The  work  is  now  carried  out  through 
the  Children’s  Committee  who  work  in  close  co-operation  with  the 
Diocesan  and  County  Moral  Welfare  Association  and  the  Health 
Visitors. 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers  is  dealt  with  on 
an  ad  hoc  basis,  and  during  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for 
three  unmarried  mothers  to  go  to  Mother  and  Baby  Homes.  Mainten- 
ance charges  were  paid  partly  by  the  City  Council,  and  partly  through 
other  sources. 


16 


The  City  Council  continue  to  accept  responsibility  for  the 
maintenance  of  cots  at  the  Church  of  England  Children's  Society’s 
Babies  Homes  at  Savile  House,  Bath  and  Sunnyside  Home,  Box, 
Wilts. 

Adoption  of  Children  Acts.  The  Children’s  Officer  is  now  responsi- 
ble for  the  preliminary  investigations 
and  reports  on  all  applications  for  adoption  orders,  but  there  is  close 
co-operation  between  the  Health  and  Children's  Departments  in  this 
work.  A Summary  of  the  cases  dealt  with  in  1949  shows  that  25  cases 
were  investigated  and  reported  upon,  and  of  these  21  orders  were 
granted  unconditionally.  Interim  orders  were  made  in  4 cases,  and  of 
these,  3 were  later  granted  unconditionally,  and  the  other  order 
lapsed  owing  to  the  death  of  the  child  concerned. 

Child  Life  Protection.  (Part  VII  of  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 

This  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  is  administered  by 
the  Children’s  Department  in  close  liaison  with  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. A summary  of  the  position  is  shown  below. 


Number  of  Names 

Foster  Parents 

Children 

On  Register  at  end  of  1948 

19 

21 

Added  during  the  year 

13 

23 

Removed  during  the  year 

16 

24 

On  Register  December  31st,  1949 

17 

20 

Day  Nurseries.  The  Council’s  two  Day  Nurseries — one  at  the 
Lower  Common  and  the  other  at  3,  Beaufort  East — 
were  open  during  the  whole  of  1949.  During  the  year  the  Health 
Committtee  were  able  to  acquire  premises  formerly  used  as  a Civic 
Restaurant  in  the  Walcot  area,  and  in  consultation  with  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  plans  were  prepared  for  its  adaptation  as  a Day  Nursery. 
When  this  work  has  been  completed  it  will  be  possible  to  vacate  the 
unsuitable  premises  at  3,  Beaufort  East. 


Some  figures  for  the  year  are  : 

Accommodati<Mi. 


Average  Daily 
attendance. 
33 
27 


Lower  Common  ...  40 

3,  Beaufort  East  ...  40 

There  were  considerable  waiting  lists  for  admission  to  both 
Nurseries,  indicating  the  need  which  exists  for  this  section  oi  the 
Department’s  work.  Children  are  admitted  whose  mothers  are 
compelled  to  work  by  reason  of  financial,  health  or  social  difficulty, 
and  in  many  cases  where  the  mother  is  working  as  a nurse  or  domestic 
in  one  of  the  local  hospitals.  Sympathetic  consideration  is  also  given 
in  cases  where  young  children  are  living  in  bad  housing  conditions. 


Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948. 

No  nurseries  or  child  minders  have  been  registered  in  the  City 
under  this  Act. 
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MIDWIFERY. 

During  1949  the  number  of  midwives  signifying  their  Intention 
to  practise  in  the  City  was  66.  Of  these,  44  worked  solely  in  Hospitals, 
12  in  connection  with  Nursing  Homes,  5 were  employed  as  City 
Midwives,  and  one  was  in  private  practice.  Four  of  those  who  notified 
did  not  attend  any  births  in  the  City.  17  Midwives  attended  30  or 
more  births  each,  and  16  less  than  10  each. 


The  number  of  confinements  attended  by  all  midwives  was  1,663 
— last  year  it  was  1,605. 


Live  births  registered  numbered  1,634. 

Altogether,  a doctor  was  called  in  under  the  Rules  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  on  57  occasions  for  various  emergencies  in 
connection  with  births  and  miscarriages.  These  emergencies  may  be 
grouped  as  follows  : Complications  of  labour,  26  ; Ante-natal  con- 
ditions, 14;  Post-natal  condition  of  mother,  9;  Unsatisfactory  con- 
dition of  child,  8. 


A reference  was  made  in  the  Report  for  1948  to  indications  that 
the  work  of  the  independent  private  midwife  is  declining.  As  far  as 
Bath  is  concerned,  this  appears  to  be  the  case.  Similarly  the  number 
of  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Council’s  Domiciliary  Midwives,  and  private 
maternity  homes,  shows  a reduction.  The  following  table  gives  the 
place  of  confinement  of  the  registered  live  births  in  Bath. 


Royal  United  & St.  Martin’s 
Forbes  Fraser  Hospital 
Hospitals 

Bath  mothers  ....  379  482 

Non-residents  ...  164  262 


Private 

Maternity 

Homes 


109 

49 


Private 

Houses 

186 

4 


Total  ....  643  744  158  189 


Percentage — 

Bath  mothers  ....33%  (26%)  42%  (38%)  9%  (13%)  16%  (23%) 

(Percentages  for  1948  are  shown  in  brackets) 


In  practice,  this  means  that  many  more  women  are  engaging  a 
private  doctor  for  their  confinement:;  under  the  terms  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  and  as  the  doctor  may  attend  his  patient  in  the 
maternity  beds  at  the  Royal  United  Hospital  free  of  cost  to  the 
mother,  the  number  of  confinements  of  Bath  mothers  taking  place  in 
hospitals  has  increased  from  64%  in  1948  to  76%  in  1949.  This  trend 
must  be  watched  carefully  in  order  that  the  existing  maternity  beds 
may  not  be  overloaded  to  the  detriment  of  the  mothers,  and  also 
because  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  midwive’s  cases  is  making 
training  of  future  midwives  difficult.  The  situation  is  being  watched 
carefully. 

Payments  to  Medical  Practitioners  called  in  by  Midwives  under 
Section  14  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1918,  amounted  to  during  the 

year  ended  31st  March,  1950.  (£203  in  1948). 
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City  Midwives.  The  staff  of  Domiciliary  Midwives,  four  in  number 
at  the  end  of  1949,  attended  190  cases  during  the 

year  (234  in  1948). 

The  Housing  Committee  were  able  to  allocate  a house  for  one 
of  the  City  Midwives  on  the  new  Twerton  Housing  Estate  at  the  end 
of  1949. 

The  difficulty  in  obtaining  vacancies  in  Training  Schools  for 
instruction  in  the  use  of  gas  and  air  analgesia  apparatus,  mentioned  in 
my  Report  for  1948,  was  met  during  1949  when  St.  Martin’s  Hospital 
was  recognised  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  as  a Training  School. 

The  City  Midwives  now  have  two  sets  of  gas  and  air  apparatus 
which  can  be  made  available  to  all  domiciliary  confinements.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  three  of  the  Council’s  midwives  had  been  trained  to 
administer  gas  and  air  analgesia  which  was  used  in  36  confinements. 

An  arrangement  was  made  during  the  year  with  the  West 
Wilts  Hospital  Management  Committee,  whereby  pupil  midwives  from 
the  Bradford-on-Avon  Maternity  Hospital  were  given  district  training 
under  the  direction  of  City  Midwives  approved  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Board. 

A stock  of  maternity  outfits  is  kept  for  the  use  of  mothers 
having  their  confinements  at  home. 

Maternity  Beds.  Arrangements  continued  to  be  made  through  the 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  and 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  for  expectant  mothers  to  book  accommodation 
for  their  confinement  at  the  Royal  United  or  St,  Martin’s  Hospitals. 

Of  the  1,156  live  births  to  Bath  mothers  taking  place  in  the 
City  during  1949,  861  or  nearly  75%  occurred  at  the  Royal  United, 
St.  Martin’s  and  Forbes  Fraser  Hospitals. 

Maternal  Mortality.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  Bath  during 

the  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
0'98  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births)  and  the  average  of  5 years.  1945-49 
for  Bath  was  1'63,  and  for  England  and  Wales,  U28. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

The  general  arrangements  for  the  Health  Visiting  staff  outlined 
in  the  Report  for  1948  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  problem 
of  obtaining  trained  Health  Visitors  was  eased  considerably  during  the 
year.  One  Health  Visitor  left  for  domestic  reasons  but  three  new 
appointments  were  made  giving  a staff  of  8 at  the  end  of  1949.  In 
addition  one  pupil  was  in  training  for  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate 
with  the  intention  of  joining  the  staff  on  the  completion  of  the  course. 

The  Health  Visiting  staff  continued  to  maintain  very  close  co- 
operation with  the  Sanitary,  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing  and  Domestic 
Help  Services  as  well  as  with  the  Children’s  Officer  and  voluntary 
organisations 
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In  addition  to  attending  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  Schools,  the 
Health  Visitors  made  the  following  visits  during  1949.  Children  under 
1 year,  6,792  ; between  1 and  6,  6,485  ; others,  633  ; total  13,810. 

During  1949  the  Health  Visitors  again  co-operated  with  the 
Ro}'al  College  of  Obstetricians  and  Gynaecologists  in  further  research 
work  in  connection  with  an  enquiry  being  undertaken  by  that  body. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  possible  to  amalgamate  the  work  of 
the  School  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor,  so  that  each  child  is  watched 
over  by  the  same  Health  Nurse  from  birth  to  school  leaving  age. 
This  not  only  ensures  continuity  of  supervision,  but  at  the  same  time 
reduces  the  number  of  official  visitors  to  the  homes.  Of  the  staff  of  12 
Public  Health  Nurses,  8 are  fully  qualified  Health  Visitois  doing  both 
Child  Welfare  and  School  Nursing,  three  are  occupied  entirely  in 
School  work,  and  one  was  undergoing  instruction  for  the  Health 
Visitor’s  Certificate. 


HOME  NURSING. 

The  arrangements  between  the  Council  and  the  Bath  District 
Nursing  Association  whereby  the  Association  act  as  agents  for  the 
Local  Authority  in  providing  a home  nursing  service,  remained  un- 
changed throughout  the  year.  The  full  cost  of  the  service  is  borne  by 
the  City  Council  and  is  under  the  general  control  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

During  the  year,  21,160  visits  were  paid  to  1,140  individual 
patients.  Of  these,  687  were  discharged  as  no  longer  requiring  the 
services  of  a home  nurse,  156  were  admitted  to  hospitals,  and  123  died. 
There  were  174  patients  on  the  Association’s  books  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  nursing  staff  numbered  7 full-time  and  6 part-time  nurses 
at  31.12.49. 

The  problem  of  caring  for  chronic  sick  patients  was  acute 
throughout  the  year  because  of  the  lack  of  hospital  accommodation, 
particularly  for  female  cases,  and  there  was  very  close  co-operation 
between  all  the  Local  Authority’s  services  and  the  hospitals  in  an 
effort  to  meet  the  situation.  The  services  of  a home  nurse  or  home 
help  were  made  available  to  these  cases  in  numerous  instances,  but 
until  further  hospital  beds  are  made  available  for  the  chronic  sick  the 
problem  is  likely  to  remain.  In  a City  such  as  Bath  with  a fairly 
large  percentage  of  old  people  in  the  population,  many  of  whom  are 
living  alone,  the  need  is  perhaps  even  more  acute  than  elsewhere. 

There  has  been  no  demand  for  night  nursing  that  could  not  be 
met  by  the  existing  staff,  and  it  has  therefore  not  been  necessary  to 
form  a panel  of  part-time  nurses  for  this  purpose  or  to  employ  nurses 
from  the  Co-operations. 

It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  place  home  nurses  on  the 
housing  estates  because  of  the  general  demand  for  new  houses. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  The  Council’s  arrangements  for  the 

immunisation  against  diphtheria  of 
children  up  to  school  leaving  age  continued  throughout  the  year. 
Regular  sessions  were  held  at  the  various  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  school  children  to  be  immunised  at 
individual  schools  where  the  need  was  indicated.  All  the  clinics 
arranged  by  the  Health  Department  continued  to  be  fairly  well 
attended.  Every  naother  is  encouraged  to  have  her  child  immunised, 
by  birthday  reminders  and  personal  calls  at  the  home  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  but  the  figures  reveal  that  a number  do  not  take  advantage 
of  the  facilities  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  and  the  family 
doctor.  The  City  Council  also  co-operate  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
by  arranging  local  publicity  in  the  form  of  press  notices  and  cinema 
slides. 

An  increasing  number  of  children  are  taken  to  the  family  doctor 
for  immunisation,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  40  medical  practitioners 
were  taking  part  in  the  Local  Authority’s  scheme  for  immunisation 
and  vaccination.  These  practitioners  receive  free  supplies  of  vaccine 
lymph  and  immunising  material  and  they  undertake  to  supply  the 
Local  Health  Authority  with  details  of  the  persons  so  treated. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  1949  as  regards  diphtheria  immunisa- 
tion of  the  child  population  was  as  follows  : — 

No.  Immunised. 

Under  6 years  ....  2,646 

5 to  14  years  ....  ....  6,061 


Total  8,696 

Of  this  number  822  children  under  5 years,  and  68  from  5 to  14 
years  were  immunised  during  1949,  In  addition,  “boosting”  injections 
— i.e.  injections  given  four  or  more  years  after  primary  immunisation — 
were  given  to  213  children  in  the  same  period. 

Using  the  figures  suggested  by  the  Registrar-General  it  is  estimated 
that  about  42%  of  the  existing  child  population  under  5,  and  61%  from 
5 — 14  years,  had  completed  at  least  one  course  of  injections.  Regular 
clinics  continue  to  be  held.  Two  injections  of  A.P.T.  are  given  to  an 
unimmunised  child  under  10  years,  but  for  older  children  T.A.F.  is  used. 
A further  single  dose  on  entering  school  is  considered  advisable  for  those 
who  were  first  treated  in  early  infancy. 

Although  there  was  only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year, 
I do  not  regard  the  situation  as  satisfactory.  In  order  that  we  may 
consider  the  population  to  be  reasonably  protected  from  future  epidemics 
of  diphtheria,  at  least  70%  of  the  child  population  should  be  immunised. 
The  facilities  for  immunisation  are  there,  either  through  the  family  doctor 
or  the  Local  Authority  Clinics.  Parents  who  fail  to  have  their  children 
protected,  do  so,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  because  they  either  fail  to 
realise  the  danger,  or  are  too  inert  to  make  use  of  the  facilities.  Further 
measures  to  educate  parents  are  being  considered,  and  it  is  likely  that  we 
may  have  to  make  the  service  available  in  the  homes  of  the  children,  for 
those,  who  through  inertia,  fail  to  respond. 
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Vaccination.  The  Vaccination  Acts  were  repealed  as  from  the  5th 
July.  1948  and  vaccination  was  no  longer  made  com- 
pulsory. Every  effort  is  still  made  to  persuade  mothers  to  have  their 
children  vaccinated,  and  sessions  are  arranged  from  time  to  time  at  the 
Health  Department  where  this  service  can  be  provided  by  one  of  the 
Authority’s  Medical  Officers 

For  the  year  ended  31st  December  1949,  268  Primary  vaccina- 
tions were  carried  out  of  which  217  were  in  respect  of  children  under 
4 years  of  age,  and  there  were  also  121  re-vaccinations. 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation.  No  steps  have  been  taken  to 

provide  officially  for  the  im- 
munisation of  children  against  Whooping  Cough.  This  disease  is  now 
one  of  the  most  serious  to  which  infants  are  exposed,  but  until  satis- 
factory reports  are  received  on  new  immunising  materials  it  is  not 
recommended  that  the  Council  should  offer  protection  in  this  way. 
Since  the  appointed  day  many  General  Practitioners  have  combined 
Whooping  Cough  antigens  with  the  immunising  injections  against 
Diphtheria ; such  children  are  specially  reported  on  with  a view  to 
ascertaining  the  value  of  this  measure. 

PROVISION  OF  AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

The  City  Fire  and  Ambulance  Services  are  combined  under  the 
immediate  control  of  the  Chief  Fire  Officer,  although  the  general 
direction  of  the  Ambulance  Service  remains  the  responsibility  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A Joint  Fire  and  Ambulance  sub-Committee  consisting  of  an 
equal  number  of  members  from  the  Watch  and  Health  Committees  is 
responsible  for  the  two  Services,  and  any  matters  relating  to  the 
Ambulance  Service  are  reported  to  the  full  Health  Committee. 

Special  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Somerset  and  Glouces- 
tershire County  Councils  whereby  the  Bath  Ambulance  Service  provide 
facilities  for  certain  county  areas  adjoining  the  City  boundaries. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Service  was  operating  with  6 Council 
ambulances.  This  number  included  an  infectious  diseases  ambulance 
formerly  stationed  at  the  City  Isolation  Hospital,  and  now  trans- 
ferred to  the  Central  Fire  and  Ambulance  Depot.  In  addition,  3 ambu- 
lances operated  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society  were  used  at  a fixed  mileage  rate,  and  the  arrangements 
with  the  Hospital  Car  Service  remained  unchanged. 


(1) 

Total 

Journeys 

(2) 

Patients 

Carried 

(3) 

Accidents 
'included 
in  1) 

(4) 

Total 

Mileage 

City  Ambulances 

....  7,125 

7,348 

843 

74,240 

St.  John  & B.R.C.S. 
Ambulances 

36 

36 

- 

847 

Hospital  Car  Service 

....  4,660 

5,299 

— 

81,356 

Total 

....  11,821 

12,683 

843 

156,443 
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During  the  year,  the  City  Ambulances  carried  out  962  removals 
in  the  area  of  the  Somerset  County  Council,  39  in  Wiltshire  and  16  in 
Gloucestershire.  These  figures  are  included  in  the  above. 

The  figures  for  the  year  show  a further  very  great  increase  in  the 
amount  of  work  done  by  the  Ambulance  Service.  In  1948  the  various 
services  carried  out  6,082  removals  with  a total  mileage  of  71,143.  This 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the  Ambu- 
lance Authority  is  responsible  for  providing,  free  of  cost  to  the  patient, 
conveyance  “ from  places  in  their  area  to  places  in  or  outside  their  area.” 
In  a City  such  as  Bath,  which  provides  Hospital  facilities  for  a wide  area 
beyond  the  city  boundary,  and  also  is  a national  centre  for  the  treatment 
of  rheumatism,  the  terms  of  the  Act  have  made  the  City  responsible  for 
providing  free  transport  for  many  cases  who  formerly  made  private 
arrangements.  There  is  also  no  limit  to  the  distance  travelled  in  the 
outward  direction.  These  journeys  are  frequently  very  long  andinvohe 
an  overnight  stay  for  the  staff.  Transport  is  arranged  either  by  ambu- 
lance, car  or  ambulance  and  train,  according  to  the  condition  of  the 
patient  after  consultation  with  the  doctor  or  hospital  in  charge.  Where 
journeys  of  more  than  30  miles  are  involved  the  Medical  Officer  approves 
the  journey,  but  shorter  journeys  are  arranged  direct  with  the  Ambulance 
Station. 

Transport  of  infectious  cases  is  also  carried  out  by  the 
Ambulance  Service,  and  the  vehicle  is  now  stationed  at  the  Central  Fire 
and  Ambulance  Station.  The  ambulance  drivers  and  attendants  have 
been  instructed  in  the  special  care  necessary  in  handling  infectious  cases 
and  when  the  condition  of  the  case  makes  nursing  care  essential  on  the 
journey  a nurse  is  taken  either  from  the  Isolation  Hospital  or  by 
arrangement  with  a private  nurse.  There  are  dangers  in  transporting 
infectious  cases  in  this  way,  and  it  will  be  desirable  to  review  the 
arrangement  after  more  experience. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS.  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE. 

Tuberculosis  After  Care.  The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  was 

engaged  during  the  year  in  visiting 
patients  in  their  homes  and  assisting  in  their  general  w'elfare.  Materials 
for  Occupation  Therapy  at  home  were  supplied,  and  articles  from  a 
small  store  of  nursing  requisites  and  comforts  were  loaned  in  certain 
cases.  The  Council  has  6 garden  shelters  which  are  lent  to  patients -who 
are  nursed  at  home. 

The  Health  Visitor  works  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Chest 
Physician,  and  attends  all  Clinics,  thus  maintaining  the  vital  link 
between  treatment  and  after  care. 

Milk  was  distributed  at  the  Council’s  expense  to  76  individual 
patients  during  1949  at  a cost  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1950  of 
;^356. 

There  were  31  deaths  from  pulmonary  and  5 from  other  forms  of 
tuberculosis,  (34  and  3 in  1948).  Notifications  numbered  75  from 
pulmonary  and  14  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  (75  and  6 in  1948). 
The  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  of  Notifications  at  the  end  of  1949 
was  507  (490  in  1948). 
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An  analysis  of  notifications  according  to  age  and  sex  is  given  on 
page  62,  and  a similar  analysis  of  deaths  on  page  60. 

Chest  Clinic.  The  work  of  the  Chest  Clinic  continued  throughout  the 
year  and  the  City  Council,  as  agent  of  the  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  still  administers  the  Clinic.  Medical,  nursing 
and  clerical  staff  are  provided  by  the  Health  Department.  When  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  has  finally  decided  on  the  arrangements  to  be 
made  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculous  persons  the  whole  responsibility 
for  treatment  will  pass  from  the  Local  Authority.  To  retain  the  close 
link  between  treatment  and  after  care,  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor 
attends  all  sessions  at  the  Chest  Clinic  and  this  arrangement  will,  I hope, 
be  continued  when  final  decisions  are  made. 

Three  afternoon  sessions  each  week  for  Bath  patients  are  held  at 
the  Chest  Clinic,  26,  Charles  Street,  and  the  following  is  a summary  of 
the  work.  An  evening  session  for  patients  who  have  to  leave  their  work 
to  attend  the  Clinic  would  be  an  advantage,  but  it  was  not  possible  to 


arrange  this  during  the  year. 

Patients  referred  to  Clinic  for  examination  ■•••  324 

Found  tuberculous  .-■■  • 47 

Contacts  examined  -•••  ••••  ■•••  180 

Found  tuberculous  ••••  ••••  11 

Total  attendances,  including  above  ..•■  ••••  3323 

Tuberculosis  Officer’s  visits  to  patients  at  home  •••■  40 

X-ray  examinations  ••••  ••••  ••••  1211 


Sanatorium  Treatment.  The  City  Isolation  Hospital  was  used 

throughout  the  year  for  the  treatment  of 
Tuberculous  cases  and  this  arrangement  materially  eased  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  in-patient  accommodation  at  Sanatoria  We  were  thus 
fortunate  in  being  able  to  provide  almost  immediate  in-patient  treatment 
where  required. 

In  addition  to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital,  patients  received  treat- 
ment during  the  year  at  Frenchay  Hospital,  Bristol ; Winsley  Sanator- 
ium, Nr.  Bath  ; St.  Michael’s  Home,  Axbridge;  St.  Martin’s  Hospital, 
Bath;  Papworth  Village  Settlement ; St.  Catherine’s  Nursing  Home, 
Bath;  Royal  Sea-Bathing  Hospital,  Margate;  Royal  United  Hospital, 
Bath ; Dorset  Red  Cross  Hospital,  Swanage ; Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Bath;  and  Beckford  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Nr.  Warminster. 

Facilities  for  patients  requiring  artificial  pneumothorax  refills 
were  provided  at  Winsley  Sanatorium  during  the  year. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination.  At  the  end  of  1949  arrangements  were  put  in 

hand  for  the  modification  of  the  Council’s 
Proposals  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  to 
provide  for  B.C.G.  (Baccilus  Calmette-Guerin)  Vaccine  to  be  used  in 
suitable  cases.  No  vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
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Mass  Radiography.  A further  Survey  was  held  in  the  early  part  of 

the  year  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board’s  Mass  Radiography  team,  when  4,360  members  of  the 
public  attended  for  examination.  This  number  included  1,499  examina- 
tions of  Admiralty  staff.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

No.  of  Miniature  Films 

2463 

1897 

4360 

Recalled  for  large  Films 

113 

48 

161 

Normal 

52 

23 

75 

Significant 

60 

25 

85 

Did  not  attend  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Analysis  of  Significant  Cases;  — 

Non-Tuberculous 

25 

6 

31 

Not  classified 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculous ; — 
Inactive 

25 

12 

37 

Active 

10 

7 

17 

All  tuberculous  cases  are  referred  to  the  private  doctor  and  chest 
physician.  Of  the  17  cases  of  active  tuberculosis,  12  required  out- 
patient treatment,  and  5 needed  sanatorium  treatment. 

Another  visit  of  the  Unit  has  been  arranged  for  early  1950. 


Mental  Illness  and  Defectiveness. 

pages  27 — 29. 


Details  of  the  work  carried  out 
in  this  connection  are  given  on 


Venereal  Diseases.  Regular  clinics  were  held  at  the  Royal  United 

Hospital,  and  the  general  provision  for  treatment 
remained  unchanged  throughout  the  year. 

The  number  of  new  patients  attending  the  Bath  Clinics  during  1949 
was  almost  the  same  as  the  previous  year,  being  80  as  compared  with  79. 
Of  the  80  new  patients,  16  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  syphilis,  14  from 
gonorrhoea,  and  50  were  found  to  have  conditions  which  were  not 
venereal.  As  in  previous  years  more  than  half  the  cases  attending  the 
Clinic  were  found  on  examination  not  to  be  suffering  from  venereal 
dise.ase,  although  in  most  of  these  cases  there  had  been  exposure  to  risk 
of  iifoction.  In  addition  to  the  above  figures  for  the  Bath  Clinic,  4 
patients  attended  Clinics  outside  the  City,  one  of  whom  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  gonorrhoea. 

The  local  Health  Authority  continues  to  be  responsible  for  the 
dissemination  of  propaganda  on  the  prevention  of  these  diseases;  and  for 
the  follow  up  of  patients  and  contacts  where  necessary. 
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Adult  Orthopaedic  Clinic.  The  follow  up  Clinic  arranged  for  adults 

who  had  during  childhood  been  treated 
for  various  orthopaedic  defects  is  held  in  the  Health  Department  by 
arrangement  with  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  Five  sessions 
were  held  when  40  individual  patients  made  76  attendances. 

Laboratory  Work.  The  facilities  for  pathological  examinations  at  the 

Area  Laboratory,  St.  Martin’s  Hospital  and  the 
Bath  Central  Laboratory  continued  to  be  used  by  the  Health  Department 
and  Chest  Clinic.  During  the  year,  220  specimens  were  sent  to  the 
Central  Laboratory  for  test  for  diphtheria  bacillus  etc.,  and  from  the  Chest 
Clinic,  161  specimens  of  sputum  for  tubercle  bacillus  and  301  specimens 
for  blood  and  E.S.R.  examination  were  submitted. 

The  Area  Laboratory  at  St.  Martin’s  Hospital  has,  as  always, 
been  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  the  Health  Department,  particularly  in 
connection  with  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
for  the  examination  of  blood  from  expectant  mothers  to  determine  the 
Group  and  Rh.  factor.  The  ascertainment  of  this  knowledge  before 
confinement  may  definitely  have  been  said  to  have  saved  lives  of  both 
mothers  and  babies. 

For  details  of  analyses  of  food  and  drugs,  milk,  ice  cream  and 
water  carried  out  by  the  City  Analyst  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Taunton,  see  pages  ,43-45  and  52-53. 


26  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 

Days  and  Times  of  Attendance.  Dec.,  1949 


See 

also 

page 

Monday 

Tuesday 

We’n’day 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturds 

Infant  WaUare 

Centres  : — 
‘Blue  Coat  House 
Walcot 

Oldfield  Park  ... 
tSouthdown 

Odd  Down  • ... 

13 

SI 

n 

»i 

M 

2.30—4 

9.30 
to  11.15 
2.30—4 

2.30—4 

2.30—4 

2.30—4 

2.30—4 

Ante-Natal  Clintes : 

45  Rivers  Street 

*Blue  Coat  House  ... 

Post-Natal  : 

12 

»» 

2.30—4 

, 10-12 
12.30—4 

’ 2,30—4 

10—12 

45  Rivers  Street 

*MaternUy&  ChildWelfare 


12 


Dental  Cllnlo  ... 


Mothera 


Birth  Control  Clinic 

Tnbareuloflla— 


Chest  Clinic 

Artificial  Sunlight 
Treatment 


14 


15 


23 


10 — 12  (2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays) 


By  appointment 


10—12 


2 — ♦ 


Venereal  Diseases  (R  U.H.) 

Men 

24 

5—6.30 

Women 

... 

5—6.30 

2.30 

Ichool  Cllnka— 
‘Inspection 

9.30—12 

9.30—12 

9,30  — 12 

9.30  — 12 

Eye  Infirmary  ... 

9.30 

1.30 

*Dental 

... 

9.30—5 

9.30—3 

9.30—5 

9.30—5 

9.30—5 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  ; 

Royal  United  Hospital 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

... 

2.011 

Hospital 

10. ot 

St.  Martin’s  Hospital 

By  appo 

intment 

‘Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

... 

2—4.30 

2—4.30 

2-4.30 

2—4.30 

2 — 4.30 

‘Orthopaedic 

After-Care  Clinic  .. 

... 

10—12 
& 2—4 

10—12 
& 2—4 

Orthopaedic  Hospital 

Massage 

... 

Daily  by 

appointment.  ... 

Ultra-Violet  rays 

... 

2.0 

3 0 

2—4 
By  appointment 


2—4 


3— 6.3C^ 


9.30—11 


These  Clinics  are  held  at  Bluecoat  House, 
t 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  of  Month 


f 2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  of  Month. 
By  appointment. 
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DOMESTIC  HELP. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  possible  to  start  this  Service. 
A Domestic  Help  Organiser  was  appointed  on  1st  March  and  Home 
Helps  engaged.  The  services  of  a Domestic  Help  are  provided  in  homes 
where  there  is  a person  who  is  ill,  mentally  defective,  aged,  or  there  is  a 
child  under  compulsory  school  age.  Help  may  also  be  given  to 
expectant  mothers,  and  during  the  period  of  their  confinement. 

The  charge  for  the  domestic  help  provided  is  assessed  in  accord- 
ance with  a fixed  scale,  which  is  reviewed  at  the  end  of  a month  where 
help  is  continuing.  In  many  cases  where  the  income  is  low  the  service 
is  provided  without  charge. 

During  the  year  140  individual  households  were  helped.  In  66 
cases  because  of  illness  in  the  home  ; 50  to  assist  aged  persons  ; 15  to 

assist  expectant  mothers  before  and  during  confinement ; 7 to  help  with 
large  families  and  2 in  homes  where  there  was  a mental  defective.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  5 whole-time  and  21  part-time  Domestic  Helps  were 
employed. 

In  this  service,  as  well  as  with  Home  Nursing,  the  case  of  the 
aged  chronic  sick  person  living  at  home  is  a constant  problem.  Every 
effort  is  made  with  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  services  and  those  of 
the  Welfare  Department  to  assist  these  people,  but  with  the  heavy  call 
upon  the  available  home  services,  such  assistance  can  be  only  of  a ‘ stop 
gap”  character  in  many  instances.  An  improvement  in  the  hospital 
provision  for  this  type  of  case  would  appear  to  be  the  only  long  term 
solution. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

The  Mental  Health  Services  Committee  is  a sub-committee  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  meetings  are  held  monthly  (see  list  of  Committees 
page  3). 

The  staff  of  the  section  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
who  is  the  Supervising  Officer  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  and  the 
Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  both  of  whom  are  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Control  ; two  male  Authorised  Officers  who  also  act  as  Social 
Workers  and  are  Registered  Mental  Nurses ; and  a female  Home 
Visitor  who  is  a State  Registered  Nurse. 

The  consultant  services  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
at  the  Royal  United  and  St.  Martin’s  Hospitals  are  available  for  cases 
referred  to  them  by  the  Health  Department,  and  the  Social  Workers 
carry  out  the  supervision  of  mental  patients  on  discharge  from  hospital. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Mental  Deficiency  Institutions,  cases  on 
licence  are  supervised  by  the  Health  Department’s  officers  and  periodic 
progress  and  medical  reports  are  forwarded  to  the  institutions  as  required. 

No  duties  are  delegated  to  voluntary  organisations. 

It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  release  Authorised  Officers  for 
courses  of  training,  but  one  officer  had  attended  a course  at  I .eeds  before 
taking  up  his  appointment  in  Bath.  It  is  hoped  by  arrangement  with  the 
University  of  Bristol  for  a course  to  be  started  at  which  these  officers 
could  attend. 
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Care  of  Mental  Defectives.  General  arrangements  for  ascertain- 
ment and  visitation  remained  un- 
changed throughout  the  year.  On  31st  December,  1049,  the  Health 
Committee  were  responsible  for  the  the  home  supervision  of  94  persons 
who  had  been  ascertained  as  mentally  defective.  This  number  did  not 


include  those  Bath  cases  at  institutions 
Hospital  Board. 

transferred  to  the  Regional 
Males.  Females.  Total 

(1)  Under  Guardianship 

1 

_ 1 

(2)  Under  Statutory  Supervision 

51 

33  84 

(3)  Under  Voluntary  Supervision 

(4)  In  Institutions  (including 

6 

3 9 

cases  on  Licence)  ... 

63 

52  115 

1 1 males  and  8 females  were  ascertained  during  the  year,  of  whom 
6 males  were  notified  by  the  local  Education  Authority  under  Section 
57(3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  and  1 male  and  2 iemales  under 
Seetion  57  (5)  of  the  same  Act.  The  remainder  were  notified  through 
other  sources.  These  cases  were  dealt  with  in  the  following  manner  : 


Admitted  to  Institutions 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

(under  Order) 

2 

1 

3 

Placed  under  Supervision 

9 

6 

15 

Removed  from  area 

— 

1 

1 

The  Social  Workers  made  408  visits  to  the  homes  of  cases  under 
supervision,  and  in  addition,  patients  on  holiday  leave  or  licence  from 
institutions,  residing  in  the  area,  were  seen  at  regular  intervals. 

Both  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  are  approved  by  the  City 
Council  to  present  Petitions  to  be  made  under  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Act,  1913,  and  during  the  year  10  orders  were  obtained. 

Occupation  Centre.  The  work  of  the  Occupation  Centre  for  mental 

defectives  at  Millbrook  Place,  continued 
throughout  the  year  under  the  excellent  guidance  of  a trained  super- 
visor and  her  assistant.  Those  attending  receive  training  in  occupa- 
tional work,  such  as  rug-making,  leatherwork,  etc.,  as  well  as  in  speech 
and  sense  training.  Transport  to  and  from  the  Centre  is  arranged,  and 
a mid-day  meal  is  provided  through  the  School  Meals  Service,  which 
affords  further  opportunities  for  training.  Additional  social  functions 
have  been  arranged  in  the  form  of  a Christmas  Party,  a visit  to  the 
pantomime,  and  “ open  days  ” when  parents  and  friends  can  come  and 
see  the  work  which  is  being  done.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  24  of  our 
home  supervision  cases  were  in  attendance,  and  the  class  for  the 
younger  children  is  being  built  up. 

Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment.  The  Duly  Authorised  Officers 

dealt  witli  the  following  cases 
under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  during  1949: — 
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Removal  Orders  effected  by  Authorised  Officers  ....  123 

Patients  certified  (Lunacy  Act,  1890,  Sec.  16)  ....  55 

Patients  certified  (Criminal  Justice  Act, 

1948,  Sec.  24)  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Patients  admitted  as  Voluntary  Patients  (Mental 

Treatment  Act,  1930,  Sec.  1)  ....  . ..  116 

Patients  admitted  as  Temporary  Patients  (Mental 

Treatment  Act,  1930,  Sec.  5)  ....  ....  1 


The  majority  of  the  voluntary  patients  were  admitted  to  the 
Weston  Lodge  Nursing  Home,  Bath,  formerly  administered  by  the  City 
Council.  These  admissions  are  arranged  usually  by  the  private  practi- 
tioners through  the  psychiatric  clinics,  and  do  not  involve  any  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Health  Department’s  officers.  The  Home  is  now 
recognised  as  a neurosis  centre,  and  patients  may  be  admitted  with  or 
without  formality. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  avoid  certification  under  the  Lunacy  Act, 
and  the  fullest  use  is  made  of  the  provisions  of  the  Mental  Treatment 
Acts. 


Acting  as  Social  Workers  the  Authorised  Officers  carry  out  after- 
care work  in  respect  of  ex-patients  where  necessary,  as  well  as  in  other 
cases  referred  by  doctors.  Service  Departments,  etc.,  and  every  effort  is 
made  to  find  suitable  employment  with  the  help  of  the  Ministry  of 
Labour’s  Rehabilitation  Officer.  Suitable  cases  are  referred  to  the 
Psychiatric  Out-patient  Clinics. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Nursing  and  Maternity  Homes  Registration. 

Nursing 

Homes 

Maternity 

Homes 

1949 

only 

only 

Homes  removed  from  Register 

....  2 

— 

Homes  added  to  Register 

....  1 

— 

Leaving  at  end  of  year  ... 

....  9 

1 

Combined 
N ursing  & 
Maternity 


7 


Each  Nursing  or  Maternity  Home  was  visited  by  a Medical 
Officer  during  the  year.  No  action  was  considered  necessary  and  there 
were  no  appeals. 


Nurses’  Agencies  Regulations,  1945.  These  Regulations,  made 

by  the  Minister  of  Health 
in  accordance  with  Part  II.  of  the  Nurses  Act,  1943,  deal  with  the 
conditions  under  which  licences  may  be  granted  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity to  persons  desiring  to  carry  on  an  agency  for  the  supply  of  nurses. 
They  are  administered  in  Bath  through  the  Health  Committee. 

During  1949,  2 Agencies  allowed  their  licences  to  lapse,  leaving 
one  Agency  licensed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Superannuation  Examinations.  The  number  of  examinations  in 

Council  employees  carried  out  of 
the  department  by  the  medical  staff,  for  superannuation  purposes,  during 
1949  was  206.  In  addition,  4 examinations  were  carried  out  for  other 
authorities.  An  X-Ray  examination  of  the  chest  is  now  carried  out  in 
respect  of  each  candidate. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Several  difficult  cases  were  investi- 
gated during  the  year,  where  it 
appeared  that  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  might  be  necessary,  but  in 
no  case  was  it  required  to  take  action  underSection  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act.  This  Section  replaces  powers  formerly  held  by  the  City 
Council  under  the  Bath  Corporation  Act,  1937. 

Meteorological  Observations.  Daily  meteorological  readings  are 

taken  at  the  Council’s  enclosure  at 
Henrietta  Park.  The  following  are  notes  of  interest  in  respect  of  the 
readings  taken  during  the  year.  A summary  of  observations  is  given  on 
page  59. 

RAINFALL  : 

Total  fot  the  year — 23.23  ins.  on  140  wet  days. 

Average  for  80  years — 30.92  ins.  on  167  wet  days. 

Greatest  fall  in  24  hours — .93  ins.  on  Sept.  21st. 

•93  ins.  on  Oct.  25th. 

October  was  the  wettest  month  with  a total  of  5.99  ins. 

June  was  the  driest  month  with  a total  of  .24  ins. 

1949  was  the  third  driest  year  on  record  and  the  number  of  wet 
days  (140)  for  the  year  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  at  Bath. 

SUNSHINE  : 

Total  for  year — 1870.1  hours. 

Average  for  40  years — 1520.5  hours. 

February,  with  a total  of  119.7  hours,  was  the  brightest  February 
for  45  years. 

The  July  total  of  269.3  hours  was  the  third  highest  total  for  that 
month  in  45  years. 

The  total  sunshine  for  the  year,  1870.1  hours,  was  exceeded  only 
in  1911  when  the  sun  shone  for  1910.5  hours. 

TEMPERATURES  : 

Highest  Maximum — 89.6  on  July  12th. 

Lowest  Minimum — 22.4  on  February  4th. 

Mean  for  the  year — 52.1. 

Mean  average  for  45  years — 49.9. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  of  52.1  was  the  highest  for 
50  years.  During  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and  Septem- 
ber the  temperature  exceeded  80  degrees  on  17  days. 

RELATIVE  HUMIDITY: 

The  mean  for  1949  of  76%  was  the  lowest  for  50  years. 
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Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  A high  standard  of  quality  was  maintained  throughout  the  year 

Following  on  the  low  rainfall  during  the  previous  winter,  it  was 
necessary  from  25th  June  to  11th  November,  1949  to  forbid  the  use  of 
water  for  gardens  and  for  washing  cars,  and  a supplemental  supply  of 
water  was  obtained  from  the  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company. 

All  water  is  sterilised  by  chlorination  and  a careful  and  metho- 
dical watch  is  kept  on  its  purity  by  means  of  regular  and  frequent  analyses. 
Treated  water  from  each  of  several  sources  is  examined  bacteriologically 
every  fortnight  and  submitted  to  full  chemical  analysis  quarterly.  Raw 
waters  are  tested  bacteriologically  at  monthly  intervals.  The  treated 
waters  have  proved  to  be  uniformly  satisfactory  and  were  practically 
sterile  on  all  occasions.  Although  there  has  been  no  occasion  to  question 
the  fitness  of  the  water  for  drinking  purposes,  it  is  desirable  to  reiterate 
that  chlorination  of  the  water  is  the  only  line  of  defence  against  infection. 
The  Water  Engineer  is  very  careful  to  check  any  possible  pollution  in  the 
catchment  area,  and  to  ensure  that  chlorination  is  adequate.  In  any  new 
supply  that  is  contemplated  it  will  be  desirable  to  provide  additional 
protection  by  means  of  precipitation  and  filtration.  The  results  of 
chemical  analyses  were  similar  to  the  typical  example  given  in  the  1944 
Report  and  show  that  the  water  supplied  is  “ hard.” 

Bath  water  has  no  appreciable  plumbo-solvent  action  and  no 
special  measures  were  required  in  respect  of  contamination  by  this  or  any 
other  source. 

With  very  few  exceptions — less  than  one  per  cent. — all  Bath 
houses  have  a piped  supply  from  the  Council  s mains. 


Section  D. 

HOUSING. 

(A).  Individual  Unfit  Houses  Details  of  action  taken  are 
given  in  the  following  table. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  1949 : — 

By  the  Local  Authority ; — 

Permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  392 

Temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  other  bodies  and  persons  ...  ...  ...  51 

The  permanent  dwellings  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  consist- 
ed of  the  following:  — 

72  One  bedroom  bungalows  or  flats 
87  Two  bedroom  houses  or  flats 
219  Three  bedroom  houses 
14  Four  bedroom  houses 
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Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1) 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts) 

1421 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

3686 

(2) 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (l)  above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 

tions, 1925 

372 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

780 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation 

458 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 

habitation 

260 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  '• — 

(a.)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — ^ 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(6)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ■..  — 

(b.)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts ; 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied 

297 

(2 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

74 

{b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

(c.)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made...  ...  ...  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demol'ition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  13 

(Undertakings  accepted  in  lieu  of  Dernolition  Orders,  18) 
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(d.)  Proceedinfifs  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ; 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(Undertakings  in  lieu  of  Closing  Orders,  22) 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  •••■  ...  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding. 

(a) — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 


year  •••.  ....  ....  ....  ...  114 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  ...  126 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . ..  . ••  555 

(b)  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  . ..  ..  . ....  ....  ...  89 

(c)  — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ■■  150 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . ..  682 


(d)  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  — 

(e)  — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report.  — 

(B).  Unhealthy  Areas. 

As  far  as  actual  achievement  since  1933  is  concerned,  the  position 
at  the  end  of  1949  in  regard  to  the  confirmed  areas  was  as  follows: — 


No.  of  persons  displaced 

At  end  of 
1948 

1253 

During 

1949 

13 

At  end  of 
1949 

1266 

,,  ,,  ,,  awaiting  displacement 

47 

— 

34 

,,  ,,  houses  demolished 

340 

7 

347 

„ „ ,,  to  be  demolished 

55 

— 

48 

(C).  Overcrowding.  The  official  figures  for  1949  are  to  be 
found  above. 


Section  E. 

Iqspection  and  Supervision  of  Food.  See  pages  42  to  51. 
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Section  F. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  notification  of  infectious  illness  is,  as  before,  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  householder  or  person  in  attendance  on  the  case. 

An  analysis  of  notifications  received  and  cases  removed  to 
hospital  during  1949  in  relation  to  the  age  and  sex  of  the  patients  is 
given  on  page  62.  On  page  9,  notifications,  attack  rates,  deaths  and 
death-rates,  of  the  principal  diseases  are  summarised  and  the  figures 
compared  with  similar  ones  for  previous  years.  Further  details  in 
regard  to  particular  diseases  are  given  below. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  now  responsible  for  the  hospital 
treatment  of  infectious  cases,  but  the  Local  Authority  remains  responsi- 
ble for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infection,  and  during  the  year 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  303  visits  to  cases  of  infectious  illness  to 
find  and  follow  up  cor^tacts,  and  to  carry  out  disinfection  of  premises, 
bedding,  etc.  The  disinfecting  apparatus  and  a cleansing  station  for 
for  persons  suffering  from  verminous  or  other  contagious  skin 
conditions  is  available  for  the  joint  use  of  the  hospital  and  Local 
Authority  at  the  Manor  Hospital. 

During  the  year  the  medical  services  at  the  City  Isolation 
Hospital  have  been  provided  through  the  Health  Department  on  an 
agency  basis,  pending  final  arrangements  bv  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

With  the  exception  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  we  were  again 
remarkably  free  from  anxiety  with  regard  to  infectious  disease.  During 
1949  no  deaths  of  Bath  residents  were  attributed  to  diphtheria, 
scarlet  fever,  erysipelas  or  measles  There  were  three  deaths  from 
poliomyelitis,  and  one  death  each  from  polioencephalitis,  whooping 
cough  and  food  poisoning. 

Diphth  eria.  One  case  was  notified  from  an  institution,  compared 
with  4 in  1948.  It  is  interesting  to  comment  that  in 
1938,  when  immunisation  against  diphtheria  began  in  Bath,  there  were 
181  cases  of  diphtheria  of  whom  10  died.  It  is  reasonable  to  consider 
that  the  large  number  of  immune  persons  in  the  portion  of  the 
population  most  susceptible  to  diphtheria  is  largely  responsible  for  the 
improved  position  today.  I must  however  draw  attention  to  my 
comment  on  the  state  of  immunisation  on  page  20. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was  51  (48  in  1948'. 

Most  of  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type  and  there  were 

no  deaths. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.  No  notifications  were  received. 

Small^pox.  No  cases  were  notified.  As  in  previous  years  we  received 
occasional  information  about  passengers  who  had  been 
in  contact  with  small-pox  proceeding  to  Bath  after  arriving  from 
abroad  by  sea  or  by  air.  The  necessary  following  up  measures  are 
always  taken. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia.  1 notification  was  jreceived  from  a hospital. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever.  1 Bath  resident  notified  and  treated  in 

hospital. 

Measles.  434  cases  were  notified  in  1949.  A large  proportion  of  the 
cases  occurred  in  the  first  part  of  the  year.  It  is  probable 
that  many  cases  of  measles  occurred  which  were  not  notified  because 
they  were  not  attended  by  a doctor.  There  were  no  deaths.  I must 
draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  householder  has  a responsibility  to 
notify  a case  of  infectious  disease  apart  from  any  duty  of  the  doctor 

Whooping  Cough.  216  cases  were  notified  and  there  was  1 death. 

Almost  half  of  these  cases  were  notified  during 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  19  patients  were  notified  all  of  whom  were 

treated  in  hospital.  There  were  3 deaths. 
Nearly  all  of  these  cases  occurred  during  the  months  of  August, 
September  and  October.  Each  case  was  followed  up  and  contacts 
traced,  but  no  connection  between  them  was  found,  although  several 
arose  in  the  same  locality.  The  cases  were  particularly  severe  in 
several  instances. 

Acute  Polioencephalitis.  2 cases  were  notified  both  of  whom  were 

treated  in  hospital.  There  was  1 death 

Dysentery.  2 isolated  notifications  were  received.  1 patient  was 
treated  in  hospital  and  the  other  at  home. 

Food  Poisoning.  Under  Section  17  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1C3C', 

medical  practitioners  must  send  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  particulars  of  cases  of  which  they  become  aware,  and 
these  notifications  are  now  included  in  the  list  of  notifiable  cases 
reported  to  the  Registrar-General  in  the  weekly  and  quarterly  returns. 

There  was  one  small  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in  the  City 
during  the  third  quarter  of  the  year.  3 members  of  a family  were 
involved,  and  unfortunately  one  case  proved  fatal. 

After  a thorough  investigation  the  agent  causing  the  outbreak 
was  found  to  be  bacillus  aertrycke.  It  appeared  clear  that  the  origin 
of  the  infection  arose  through  mice  infesting  the  house,  which  had 
contaminated  sound  food  stored  without  even  reasonable  precautions. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified,  Admissions  to 
Hospital,  and  Deaths  during  the  Year  1949. 


Disease. 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Food  Poisoning 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Cases 

Total  Cases  admitted  to  Total 
Notified.  Hospital.  Deaths 

51  38  — 

1 1 — 

3 2 1 

I 1 — 
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Cases 

Total  Cases  admitted  to 

Total 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital . 

Deaths 

Pneumonia  ••• 

26 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

18 

6 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

434 

21 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

216 

3 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

19 

19 

3 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

2 

2 

1 

Dysentery 

2 

1 

— 

An  analysis  of  cases  under  age  groups  will 
and  for  deaths  on  pages  60  and  61. 

be  found  on 

page  62 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

Admissions  to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  during  1949. 

Admissions.  Deaths. 


Diphtheria 

City 

1 

Outside  City 

City 

Outside  City 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

38 

16 

— 

— 

Observation 

10 

14 

1 

1 

Chicken-pox  ... 

6 

2 

— 

— 

Measles 

5 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

6 

2 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 

66 

12 

10 

1 

Tuberculosis  (other) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Coryza 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

18 

38 

3 

4 

Acute  Polioencephalitis... 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

■ — 

— 

— 

Mumps 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Tonsillitis 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Dermatitis 

— 

1 ■■ 

— 

— 

German  Measles 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Vincents  Angina 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Enteritis 

6 

1 

— 

— 

Urticaria 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Glandular  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

— 

1 

Ricketts 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Rheumatism 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

199  107  15 


Totals 


7 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

(and  Chief  Housing  Inspector) 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor  and  to  the  Aldermen 
and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Bath 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
sanitary  administration  of  the  City  for  the  year  1949.  Perhaps  the  most 
important  event  of  the  year  was  the  survey  and  subsequent  official  re- 
presentation of  the  Snow  Hill  Areas.  Good  progress  was  made  in  con- 
nection with  hygiene  in  food  establishments  and  a start  was  also  made  on 
a special  investigation  into  conditions  in  public-houses.  There  seems  to  be 
no  limit  to  the  number  of  traders  desiring  to  sell  ice-cream  and  no  less  than 
74  new  registrations  were  approved.  The  need  for  a close  scrutiny  over 
the  methods  of  production,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  (and  other  foods) 
is  essential  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  therefore  that  the  help  of  the 
National  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  the  analysis  of  the 
increased  number  of  samples  requiring  examination  has  proved  extremely 
useful.  The  transfer  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  of  duties  in  connection 
with  the  supervision  of  farms  took  place  on  1st  October,  1949,  and  time 
alone  will  prove  whether  this  new  arrangement  will  be  of  real  value.  The 
slaughter  of  pigs  was  resumed  at  the  local  bacon  factory  and  it  would  be 
of  considerable  value  to  the  City  if  the  approval  of  the  Government  could 
be  obtained  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  an  abattoir  and  cattle  market 
in  the  City. 

Staff:  B.  J.  Stowell  (Clerk  and  Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector)  returned 
from  service  with  H.M.  Forces  and  resumed  his  official  duties  on  12th 
April,  1949.  H.  S.  Bull  joined  H.  M.  Forces  on  19th  May,  1949.  Miss  K. 
Bishop  (typist)  commenced  duty  on  14th  March,  1949.  Mr.  S.  G.  Miner 
(General  Assistant)  left  on  31st  December,  1949,  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Elms  who 
was  appointed  to  the  vacancy,  commenced  duty  on  16th  January,  1950. 

1 am  pleased  to  report  that  Mr.  G.  W.  Dhenin  (Deputy  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector)  attended  a Special  Course  at  the  Civil  Defence 
Training  College,  Faffield,  and  had  the  honour  of  being  awarded  a Special 
Certificate;  also  that  Mr.  R.  E.  Adams  passed  the  Examination  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  in  Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 


38 


I had  the  honour  of  giving  evidence  before  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Working  Party  in  connection  with  “Hygiene  in  the  Catering  Trades”  and 
also  the  Inter-Departmental  Committee  on  the  subject  of  “Meat  In- 
spection”. 

Once  again  I tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairmen  and 
members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committees  for  their  support  during 
the  year,  to  Dr.  Weston  for  his  help  and  co-operation,  and  to  all  members 
of  the  staff  for  their  good  services  throughout  the  year. 

1 remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  Tyler, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Chief  Housing  Inspector. 


Bath,  July,  1950. 
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SECTION  I. 
HOUSING. 


Clearance  Areas 

Since  1939  the  clearance  of  insanitary  areas  has  been  at  a standstill 
and  until  an  adequate  number  of  new  houses  is  available  the  Ministry  of 
Health  cannot  be  expected  to  relax  the  present  restrictions  on  slum  clear- 
ance. During  the  past  few  years  several  houses  in  the  Snow  Hill  district 
deteriorated  and  became  dangerous  and  action  under  Section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  became  imperative.  In  view  of  this,  a general  survey 
of  the  whole  district  was  carried  out  and  on  19th  July,  1949,  two  clearance 
areas  were  officially  represented  to  tjje  Council  and,  after  approval,  sub- 
m.itted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  total  number  of  houses  involved  is 
201.  Conditions  in  the  Calton  Road  district  are  also  causing  some  concern 
and  it  may  become  necessary,  in  the  near  future,  to  submit  an  official 
representation  in  respect  of  this  area.  It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  good 
progress  will  be  made  in  the  provision  of  adequate  housing  accommodation 
and  so  enable  the  Council  to  re-house  the  occupants  of  these  insanitary 
areas  and  proceed  with  essential  redevelopment. 

Forty-eight  houses  (as  compared  with  55  a year  ago)  condemned  in 
1938  were  still  standing,  of  which  25  were  used  for  human  habitation. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Demolition  orders  were  served  in  respect  of  13  individual  unfit 
houses,  one  of  which  was  demolished  during  the  year.  A further  12  houses 
were  demolished  in  compliance  with  demolition  orders  served  in  previous 
years.  In  addition,  18  houses  were  closed  on  undertakings  accepted  in  lieu 
of  demolition  orders.  Six  houses  were  made  fit  following  formal  action 
under  Section  1 1 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  88  by  means  of  informal 
action. 

Basements. 

Good  progress  was  made  in  connection  with  the  closing  of  base- 
ments regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  9 being  closed  on  action 
taken  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  23  closed  on  under- 
takings accepted  in  lieu  of  Closing  Orders.  In  view  of  the  acute  shortage 
of  housing  accommodation,  action  was  limited  to  {a)  unfit  basements 
occupied  by  tenants  on  high  priority  and  about  to  be  re-housed  by  the 
Corporation,  {b)  basements  which  were  vacant  and  in  such  condition  as  to 
he  no  longer  fit  for  human  habitation,  and  (c)  a number  of  basements  used 
for  business  purposes  and  which  were  considered  to  be  no  longer  suitable 
for  human  habitation. 

Overcrowding. 

At  the  end  of  1948  there  were  175  cases  of  overcrowding,  and 
during  1949  a further  89  cases  occurred,  thus  making  a total  of  264.  The 
number  of  cases  abated  was  150,  thus  leaving  1 14  cases  unabated  at  31st 
December,  1949. 
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Teots,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Eight  applications  for  licences  were  received  but  five  were  exempt 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  with  regard  to 
licensing.  The  remaining  three  applications  were  granted. 

Inspections  and  Re-inspections  in  connection  with  : — 

Housing  defects  in  dwelling  houses  ...  ...  1708 

Council  houses  ...  ...  ■•••  •—  84 

Council  house  applications  ...  ...  ...  2077 

Certificates  of  Essentiality  and  Licensing  ...  ...  139 

Applications  for  Building  Licenses  ...  ...  173 

Requisitioned  houses  ...  , ...  •••  ••• 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  251 

Notices  Served  (See  page  58) 

SECTION  II. 

SANITATION. 

Complaints  investigated  (excluding  complaints  re  food  1852 
Inspections  and  Re-inspections  ; 

Common  Lodging  houses  ...  ...  ...  4 

Controlled  tipping  sites  ....  ...  ...  ...  280 

Drains  and  Sewers  investigations  ...  ...  ...  642 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

Fairgrounds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 

Keeping  of  animals  and  poultry  ...  ...  ...  84 

Offensive  trades ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pollution  of  River  and  Canals  ...  ...  ...  17 

Provision  of  sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  16 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  343 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  . . ...  ...  2128 

Public  Health  nuisances...  ...  ..  ...  265 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  ...  ...  5708 

Scabies,  Lice  and  Insect  Pests  ...  ...  ...  113 

Schools,  Public  Buildings,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  46 

Smoke  Observations  (Industrial  44,  Domestic  5)  ...  49 

Swimming  baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Vermin...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

Notices  Served  (See  page  58) 
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Works  completed,  nuisances  abated,  etc. : — 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Animals — nuisances  from  keeping  of  ...  ...  7 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Drains  cleansed  (61)  repaired  (63)  or  reconstructed  (33)  167 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  282 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

Firegrates  (26)  and  chimneys  (11)  repaired  ...  36 

Floors,  doors  and  windows  repaired  ...  ...  175 

Food  preparing  premises  cleansed  or  reconditioned  ...  20 

Inspection  chambers  reconstructed...  ...  ...  24 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Plaster  repaired ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

Premises  cleared  of  rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  749 

Premises  rat-proofed  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Rainwater  pipes,  eavesgutters,  etc.  repaired  ...  105 

Repairs  executed  in  food  preparing  premises  ...  7 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

Rooms  cleansed...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Sewers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Smoke  and  other  tests  applied  to  drains  ...  ...  282 

Soil  and  vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  18 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Walls  or  ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  63 

Waste-pipes  repaired  and  renewed ...  ...  ...  34 

Waterclosets repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  70 

Watercloset  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  26 

Water  heaters  provided  in  food  preparing  premises  ...  57 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  14 

Yard  paving  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Generally  speaking,  the  City  was  not  troubled  to  any  great 
extent  by  emission  of  smoke,  grit,  etc.  Excessive  quantities  of  smoke 
were  emitted  occasionally  from  the  chimneys  of  a few  factories.  The 
premises  concerned  were  visited,  advice  given,  and  with  the  co-operat- 
ion of  both  workers  and  management,  the  nuisances  abated.  Two  of 
the  factories  are  expected  to  close  down  in  the  near  future.  Of  the  49 
observations  carried  out,  44  were  in  respect  of  factory  chimneys  and  5 
in  respect  of  dwelling-house  chimneys. 
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Offensive  Trades. 

Only  four  premises  were  in  use,  viz. — Rag  dealers  2,  Rag  and 
Marine  dealer  1,  Rags  and  Rabbit  Skin  dealer  1. 

Common  Lod^in^  Houses. 

There  now  remains  only  one  common-lodging  house  in  the  City 
and  on  each  occasion  it  was  visited  it  was  found  to  be  maintained  in 
a satisfactory  manner. 

Schools 

A number  of  girls  attending  a local  school  complained  of  sick- 
ness. One  of  the  girls  was  medically  examined  by  the  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  an  investigation  was  carried  out  at  the  school 
during  which  a leakage  of  gas  from  a meter  fixed  in  the  dining  hall  (and 
adjoining  the  canteen)  was  observed.  This  was  found  to  be  due  to  a 
defective  flange  joint  which  was  repaired  soon  afterwards. 

Reports  were  sent  to  the  Director  of  Education  in  respect  of 
unsatisfactory  conditions  in  two  schools  (one  a private  school) 

Markets 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  the  Provision  Market  and  Cattle 
Market  and  action  was  taken  to  deal  with  contraventions  in  respect  of 
sanitation,  food  hygiene,  etc. 


SECTION  III. 

FOOD. 

A.  (INSPECTION  AND  REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES). 


Complaints  received  and  investigated  ...  ...  ...  422 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  : — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Butchers’ shops  . . ...  ...  ...  135 

Cooked  Meat  and  Food  preparing  premises  ...  159 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  255 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  109 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Ice-Cream  manufacturers  ...  ..  ...  132 

Ice-Cream  vendors  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

Licensed  premises  (special  investigation)  ...  ...  230 

Meat  depots  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  273 

Restaurants,  kitchens  and  canteens  ...  ...  97 


Total  1887  ' 

Notices  served  (see  Page  58) 
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Registration  of  Factories  and  Wholesale  Premises  (Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938.  Section  34). 

Eight  premises  were  registered  for  the  business  of  wholesale 
dealing  in  margarine. 


Bakehouses : 

Number  in  use  (including  one  basement  bakehouse)  ...  28 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  65 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  limewashing  ...  ...  4 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  other  conditions  ...  ...  1 


In  accordance  with  Section  64  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937, 
one  basement  bakehouse  was  closed  and  there  is  now  only  one  bake- 
house of  this  type  in  use, 


Fried-'Fish  Shops  : 

Number  in  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  38 

Notices  served  in  respect  of  defects,  etc  ...  ...  7 

Cleansed  and  re-decorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Receptacles  provided  (for  refuse  1,  for  foodstuffs  2)  ...  3 


Three  mobile  vans  from  which  fish  and  chips  were  sold  were  in 
use,  two  of  which  were  later  damaged  by  fire  and  their  use  discon- 
tinued. 


Registration  of  Food  Premises  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938) 


(Section  14) 

Newly  Discon-  Total  on 

Registered  tinned  register 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages 
or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  pre- 
served food  ...  ...  ...  4 3 62 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice-cream  ...  — 3 13 

Sale  of  Ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  66  1 128 

Storage  of  Ice-cream  intended  for  sale  ...  1 — 3 


(B)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLING. 

A total  of  233  samples  was  submitted  for  analysis,  of  which  77  were 
samples  of  beer.  A special  investigation  into  conditions  in  public-houses 
was  carried  out  during  which  it  was  observed  that  at  several  premises  the 
pipes  through  which  beer  was  drawn  were  made  of  lead  or  tin-lined  lead. 
It  was  deemed  advisable,  therefore,  to  take  samples  of  the  beer  to  ascertain 
whether  lead  contamination  was  taking  place,  and  for  this  purpose  it  was 
arranged  to  take  for  analysis  the  first  quantity  of  beer  drawn  off  in  the 
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morning.  It  was  found  that  no  less  than  48,  or  approximately  62  per  cent 
of  the  samples  contained  lead  in  amounts  normally  regarded  as  excessive. 
I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  brewers  and  licensees  co-operated  in  the 
investigation  and  readily  acted  on  the  advice  given  to  replace  the  lead  pipes 
with  more  suitable  material.  Details  of  the  samples  appear  later  in  this 
Report. 


Samples  Taken 

Samples  Adulterated 

Article 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Beer  

77 

— 

48 

— 

Butter 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Cocoa 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Extract  . . . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Confectionery  

9 

— 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Dried  Milk 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fat  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Cakes  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gelatine  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Glace  Cherries  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gravy 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Jelly  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Lemonade  Powder  ... 

1 

— 

— 

■ 

Margarine 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Milk 

• — • 

54 



2 

Olive  Oil  

2 

— 

— 

Pastries 

5 

— 

— 



Pepper 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pickles 

4 

— 

— 



Potato  Crisps 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Salad  Cream... 

5 

— 

— 

- - 

Sandwich  Spread 

2 



— 



Sauce 

1 

— 

— 



Sausage 

8 

17 

1 

2 

Soft  Drinks  .... 

1 

— 

1 



Spices 

4 

— 

— 

Spirits  

1 

9 

— 



Tea 

1 



■ 

_ 

153 


80 


60 


4 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  adulterated  samples  (other 


than 

beer)  and  the  action  taken  in  respect  thereof : — 

No. 

Article. 

Adulteration . 

Remarks. 

36 

Meat  Sausage 

64%  Meat  Deficiency.  Formal  Sample 

taken 

49 

Quinine  Tonic 
Water 

Quinine  14%  defic- 
iency and  contain 
ing  dirt  and  animal 
hairs. 

Representative  of 
manufacturers  inter- 
viewed and  advised. 

56 

Milk.  (Channel 
Islands) 

1.7%  Fat  Deficiency 

Formal  Sample  (68) 
taken  (genuine)  and 
Vendor  cautioned. 

71 

Milk. 

3%  Fat  deficiency 

Vendor  cautioned. 
Subsequent  sample 
genuine. 

142 

Beef  Sausage  Meat 

1 1%  Meat  Defic- 
iency 

Matter  referred  to 
Ministry  of  Food 
(Enforcement  Div.) 

160 

Pork  Sausages 

13%  Meat  Defic- 
iency 

Referred  to  Ministry 
of  Food  (Enforcement 
Division) 

The  following  table  indicates  the  amount  of  lead  in  parts  per 
million  found  in  48  samples  of  beer  which  were  reported  as 
adulterated  : — 


No.  of 

Amount  of  lead 

No.  of 

Amount  of  lead 

Sample 

present  in  parts 
per  million 

Sample 

present  in  parts 
per  million 

121 

7.8 

164 

0.7 

122 

3.7 

167 

1.6 

130 

1.4 

168 

1.2 

131 

1.0 

169 

1.0 

132 

2.3 

170 

0.8 

133 

1.3 

171 

0.9 

139 

4 0 

172 

1.0 

140 

3.0 

173 

1.1 

151 

1.5 

174 

1.2 

152 

0.8 

176 

0.8 

153 

1.2 

178 

0.8 

179 

0.9 

198 

1.0 

180 

1.0 

203 

0.6 

181 

1.2 

206 

0.8 

182 

1.2 

206 

0.9 

183 

1.1 

207 

1.1 

184 

0.9 

208 

0.6 

188 

0.7 

210 

0.9 

189 

0.9 

212 

1.0 

190 

0.6 

216 

0.7 

191 

0.7 

217 

0.9 

192 

0.8 

218 

0.6 

193 

0.7 

221 

0.8 

197 

0.9 

224 

0.7 
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Food  Poisoning. 

Two  outbreaks  of  suspected  food  poisoning  were  investigated; — 

In  the  first  case  a man  became  ill  and  the  doctor  in  attendance 
suspected  food  poisoning  and  ordered  his  removal  to  hospital  but  the 
man  died  before  removal  could  take  place.  Post-mortem  examination 
revealed  that  he  had  been  infected  by  Aertrycke  Bacilli  which 
suggested  contamination  of  food  by  mice  and  the  body  of  a mouse 
which  was  found  crushed  behind  a drawer  under  the  food  cupboard 
was  examined  and  Aertrycke  Bacilli  found  to  be  present.  The  wife 
and  son  of  the  victim  also  became  ill  and  were  removed  to  hospital 
where  they  recovered.  Not  only  does  this  case  indicate  the  danger  of 
food  contamination  by  mice  but  also  tire  importance  of  infestations 
being  notified  to  the  local  authority  without  delay.  In  this  case  such 
notification  had  not  been  made  and  when  visited  in  connection  with 
the  Block  Island  Scheme  a year  previously  the  . tenants  assured  the 
rodent  operator  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  mice. 

In  the  second  case  a number  of  school  children  became  ill  and 
first  reports  suggested  that  food  eaten  at  a school  canteen  had  caused 
the  trouble.  Investigations,  however,  did  not  support  this  view  and 
it  appeared  most  likely  that  the  trouble  had  been  caused  by  the  child- 
ren eating  various  sweets  and  then  drinking  lemonade  at  a private 
social— held  away  from  the  school — on  the  evening  of  the  same  day. 
Samples  of  the  lemonade  were  examined  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Clean  Food  Campaign. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  give  full  support  to  this  very  im- 
portant campaign.  In  addition  to  the  inspection  of  food  premises 
(1887)  advice  was  given  to  food  handlers,  talks  arranged  with  various 
groups  of  interested  persons  including  the  School  Meals  Service,  and  in 
some  cases  films  were  shewn  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Central 
Office  of  Information. 

On  the  whole  there  was  a very  good  response  by  the  food 
traders  and  their  staffs.  .\t  a large  number  of  premises  a constant 
supply  of  hot  water,  was  laid  on,  improvements  cai  ried  out  to  sanitary 
accommodation—  including  washing  facilities— and  better  arrange- 
ments made  for  le  protection  of  foodstuffs. 

In  addition  a special  investigation  into  conditions  in  public 
houses  was  commenced  during  which  special  attention  was  directed  to 

(a)  facilities  for  the  washing  and  sterilizing  of  receptacles 

(b)  ventilation 

(c)  sanitary  accommodation,  and 

(d)  the  risk  of  lead  poisoning  from  use  of  ^eer  raising  apparatus. 
The  report  is  to  be  published  in  1950. 

Preservatives,  Colouring  Matter  and  Poisonous  Metals  in  Food. 

No  sample  contained  an  excess  amount  of  preservatives  or  any 
prohibited  colouring  matter.  Apart  from  48 samples  of  beer  found  to 
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contain  excessive  quantities  of  lead  no  sample  was  reported  upon 
adversely  in  respect  of  metallic  contamination. 

Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941.  No  contraventions  detected. 

Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1946.  ...  ,,  ,, 

Labelling  of  Food  (Amendment) 

Order,  1947  ...  ...  ...  ,,  ,, 

The  Mineral  Oil  in  Food  Order,  1949 

This  Order  which  came  into  operation  on  the  9th  April,  1949, 
prohibits  the  use  of  mineral  oil  in  the  composition  or  preparation  of 
food  intended  for  sale  or  sold  for  human  consumption.  A number 
of  samples  of  food,  particularly  pastries,  were  examined  but  none  was 
found  to  contravene  the  provisions  of  the  Order. 

(C)  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  slaughter  of  pigs  at  the  local  bacon  factory  was  resumed 
after  a lapse  of  seven  years  and  during  the  period  October — December, 
3069  pigs  were  slaughtered  (including  35  from  self-suppliers).  A further 
24  pigs  from  self-suppliers  were  slaughtered  at  other  premises. 

Total  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  ...  ...  3093 

(Baconers  3061,  Porkers  13,  Boars  6,  Sows  13) 

All  the  carcases  and  organs  were  examined  and  the  following 


table  indicates  the  percentage  condemned  : — 

Cattle 
excluding 
Cowa  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ...  ...  — — 

— 

— 

3093 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  — — 

— 

— 

3093 

Percentage  of  number  killed 

which  were  inspected  ...  ■ — ■ — 

— 

— 

100% 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — — 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ...  — — 

— 

— 

42 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  than  tubercul- 
osis ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

1.35% 

Tuberculosis  only : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  — — 

_ 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ...  — — 

— 

— 

152 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tuber- 
culosis •••  •••  ... 

5.2% 
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During  the  year  cases  of  cysticercue  bovis  infestation  of  cattle 
were  reported  from  various  parts  of  the  country  and  the  Ministry  of 
Health  issued  to  local  authorities  a circular  giving  information  as  to  the 
distribution  of  the  lesions  in  carcases  and  organs  and  advising  meat 
inspectors  of  the  importance  of  close  examination  of  all  beef  carcases  and 
offals  for  signs  of  infestation.  No  cases  were  found  in  Bath  but  a 
number  of  carcases  were  brought  in  from  other  authorities  and  were  kept 
in  cold  storage.  (The  cysts  are  destroyed  if  the  carcases  are  frozen  at 
20°  Fah.  for  at  least  three  weeks).  These  cysts  are  very  small  and  if 
eaten  by  human  beings  they  develop  into  tapeworms  which  measure 
15—20  feet  in  length. 

A total  of  533  visits  was  made  to  the  various  kinds  of  food 
premises  for  the  purpose  of  examining  meat  and  other  foods  suspected  of 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  the  following  is  a summary  of 
the  articles  condemned,  their  weight,  and  method  of  disposal.  A weekly 
record  of  these  condemned  foods  was  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  and 
copies  to  the  Local  Food  Executive  Officer. 


DISEABKS. 

Cattle. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Poultry 
& Rabbits. 

TOTAL 

(lbs.) 

Abscesses 

— 

12 

3H 

— 

43J 

Bone  Taint 

20421 

— 

40| 

— 

2083J 

Bruising 

192| 

14 

317J 

— 

524i 

Cirrhosis 

— 



33i 

— 

33^ 

Congestion 

— 

4 

2 

— 

6 

Contaminated 

(by  rats,  dirt,  etc.) 

110 

66 

166 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Cysts 

18 

— 

— 

27J 

Decomposition 

3487 

8 

1506 

331 

53S1 

Degeneration 

— 

— 

— 

H 

Distomatosis 

H 

— 

— 

— 

H 

Emaciation 

— 

— 

IS 

13 

Fever 

— 

— 

220 

— 

220 

Inflammation 

— 

— 

35 

— 

35 

Melanosis 

— 

— 

li 

— 

If 

Moribund 

— 

71 

— 

71 

Mould  (black) 

809i 

230i 

— 

— 

1039f 

Nephritis 

— 

— 

— 

i 

f 

Pleurisy 

— 

— ■ 

29i 

— 

29^ 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

9 

— 

9 

Sarcoma 

— 

— 

— 

Hi 

Ilf 

Sour 

Ill 

— 

50i 

— 

161i 

Swine  Erysipelas 
(acute) 





123 



123 

Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

4426| 

19f 

4446] 

Tyros.in 

— 

n 

— 

— 

91 

Total  .... 

6787^ 

348i 

6899J 

376i 

1441U 

Total  weight  = 

6tons 

8cwt.  2qr. 

19^1bs. 

1 
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Fish  condemned. 

WHITE  FISH  Wt.  in  Ibt. 

Bream  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

Catfish  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Coalfish  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

Cod  ...  ...  ...  ...  826 

Eels  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Haddock  ...  ...  ...  ...  658 

Hake  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

Herrings  ...  ...  ...  ...  324 

Ling  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Mackerel  ...  ...  ..•  ...  378 

Megrim  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Plaice  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Skate  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

Whiting  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Total  3297 

PRESERVED  FISH 

Kippers  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Smoke  Fillets  (assorted)  ...  ...  536 

Total  620 

SHELL  FISH 

Escallops  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Prawns  ...  ...  253 

Shrimps  ...  ...  ...  ...  2j 

Total  33  Ij 

ROES 

Cod  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Herring  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Total  98 


Total  Weight 


ItOD  18cwt.  3qr.  6^1bs. 
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Foodstuffs  in  Tins,  Packets,  etc.  Condemned. 


Tins  or 

IVt.  in 

1 

Tins  or 

Wt.  in 

Description 

Fkts. 

lbs. 

Description 

Pkts. 

lbs. 

Anchovy 

2 

1 

' Meat  Pies  . . 

27 

9i 

Apples 

8 

12 

Meat  Roll 

I 

3 

Apple  Puree 

22 

35 

1 Milk  

839 

986J 

Apple  Sauce 

6 

14 

j Milk  Pudding 

3 

3 

Apricots 

10 

i7i 

I Minced  Beef 

19 

I5i 

Asparagus 

2 

3I 

1 Mincemeat  ... 

8 

8 

Australian  Fruit 

I 

I 

Mixed  Vegetables 

Bacon 

I 

I 

(Macedoines) 

35 

39i 

Baked  Beans 

194 

220i 

Mushrooms 

I 

J 

Baking  Powder 

229 

«4i 

Mussels 

5 

4i 

Beef  Loaf 

10 

7i 

Mutton 

81 

486 

Beetroot 

29 

45  i 

Nut  Meat  Gelatine ... 

I 

J 

Bisto 

I 

i 

Olives 

7 

2j 

Blackberries 

7 

14 

Orange  Squash 

I 

I 

Bovril 

I 

i 

Parsnips 

9 

16 

Brawn 

128 

440 

Pate  de  Foie  Gras  . 

2 

i 

Brislings 

39 

lOi 

Peaches 

22 

44i 

Broth 

13 

9i 

Pears 

30 

58J 

Cabbage 

39 

29i 

Peas 

379 

451! 

Carrots 

77 

i2ii 

Pilchards 

56 

53I 

Cheese 

52 

I7i 

Pickles 

16 

9I 

Cherries 

3 

3I 

Pickled  Onions 

5 

4 

Chocolate  Spread  . 

2 

2 

Pickled  Shrimps 

2 

3i 

Cod  Liver  Roe 

I 

i 

Pineapple  . . 

5 

7i 

Corned  Beef 

422 

1.387! 

Plums 

52 

97J 

Crab 

9 

2I 

Pork 

57 

77 

Crayfish 

1 1 

6i 

Potatoes 

5 

I2i 

Custard  Powder 

13 

Potted  Meat  . . 

4 

I 

Damson 

5 

8 

Poultry  Spread 

I 

2j 

Danish  Sausage 

I 

15 

Prawn 

6 

48 

Dates 

30 

I5i 

Prunes 

21 

6J 

Dried  Egg 

393 

162 

Pudding  Mixture  . 

123 

62 

Egg  Substitute  Powder  396 

63 

Pudding 

12 

ii^ 

Fish  Paste 

15 

10 

Rabbit 

2 

2 

Flavouring  Essence.  .. 

492 

61 

Rhubarb 

13 

36i 

Flour 

3 

2 

Rock  Cod 

I 

J 

Fruit  Juice 

44 

66i 

Salad  Cream 

8 

5 

Fruit  Salad 

5 

Salad  Dressing  Cream  56 

7 

Fruit  Sauce 

2 

I 

Salmon 

51 

29i 

Gherkins 

20 

13 

Sardines 

154 

41 J 

Golden  Syrup 

7 

1 1 

Sardine  Galantine  . . 

7 

7 

Grapefruit 

8 

12J 

Sauce 

130 

74i 

Grapes 

24 

47I 

Sausages  . . ^ 

66 

99 

Gravy 

2 

i 

Semolina 

16 

10 

Gravy  Powder 

408 

123 

Sild 

7 

2j 

Hake 

7 

7i 

Snoek 

I 

Ham  Loaf 

3 

2I 

Soup 

108 

102 

Heart 

I 

I 

Spaghetti  . 

42 

36 

Herring 

7 

6f 

Spinach 

2 

3i 

Herring  Roe 

IS 

7i 

Stewed  Steak 

3 

3 

Honey 

2 

2 

Strawberries 

I 

I 

Hors  D’ouvre 

6 

I i 

Sweetphat  . 

71 

71 

Horseradish 

2 

I J 

Sweets 

103 

241J 

Jam 

12?i 

i8o| 

Suet 

6 

29 

Jellied  Beef 

I 

4 

Tomatoes 

99 

171J 

Junket  Powder 

2 

i 

Tomato  Juice 

I 

ij 

Kam 

I 

i 

Tomato  Sauce 

4 

Zh 

Ketchup 

72 

3ii 

Tomato  Sausages 

6 

6‘ 

Kidneys 

I 

I 

Tongue 

1 1 

33 

Lemonade  Powder.  .. 

I 

6 

Treacle 

2 

4 

I.emon  Squash  . . 

2 

4i 

Veal  Loaf 

161 

143 

Luncheon  Meat 

93 

97* 

Vienna  Loaf 

I 

I* 

Macaroni 

1 

I 

Whalemeat 

2 

5 

Marmalade 

69 

io9i 

.Miscellaneous 

Marmite 

1 

i 

(No  designation) 

13 

7 

Meat  and  Veg 

13 

25 

Meat  Gelatine 

I 

1 

Total  73 10  Jibs. 

Meat  Paste 

2 

i 

3 tons.  5 cwt.  I qr. 

ajlb. 
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Other  Foods  Condemned : 


Broad  Beans 

2744 

Health  Salts 

H 

Butter  .... 

H 

Margarine 

9 

Cheese  .... 

881 

Pears  .... 

93 

Cooking  Compound 

28 

Rice  .... 

1 

Currants 

H 

Rusks 

224 

Dog  Food 

1 

Salt  .... 

. . . 

3 

Eggs 

6* 

Slab  Cake 

6 

Farinoca 

1064 

Soya  Flour 

108| 

Fish  Cakes 

12 

Sugar .... 

376 

Frozen  Eggs 

33i 

Sweets 

H 

Fruit  Cake 

18 

Wheat  Flakes 

18 

Total 

4845J 

Total  2 tons  3 cwt. 

0 qrs.  29i  lbs, 

Total  weights  of  food  condemned. 

Tons  cwts 

qrs 

lbs 

Meat 

. . . 

6 8 

2 

19| 

Wet  fish 

... 

1 18 

3 

Foods  in  tins, 

packets,  etc.  ...  3 6 

1 

2f 

Other  foods 

. . . 

2 3 

0 

294 

Total  weight 

13 

16 

0 

2 

Disposal 

A. 

of  Condemned  Food. 
Destroyed  ... 

Tons 

1 

cwts 

2 

qrs 

0 

lbs 

8 

B. 

Salvaged  for  Reprocessing, 
manufactures,  etc 

0 

0 

0 

C. 

Meat  and  Meat  Products : 

1.  Returned  to  Ministry  of 
Food  Agents 

5 

7 

2 

1 

2.  Sent  to  Corporation  Pig 
Food  Boiling  Plant  .... 

0 

10 

1 

22 

D. 

Other  Foodstuffs : 

1.  Returned  to  Ministry  of 
Food  Agents 

0 

4 

3 

n 

2.  Sent  to  Corporation  Pig 
Food  Boiling  Plant  .... 

6 

11 

0 

2 

13  16  0 2 


Total  weight 
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D (MILK  AND  DAIRIES). 

On  1st  October,  1949,  the  general  body  of  law  relating  to  milk 
production  was  changed  and  broadly  speaking,  the  supervision  of  milk 
production  was  transferred  from  local  authorities  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  leaving  local  authorities  responsible  only  for  the  supervision 
of  distribution  and  sale  of  milk.  Until  the  new  arrangements  have  had 
time  to  settle  down  there  may  be  some  difficulties  and  perhaps  over- 
lapping and  it  is  hoped  therefore  that  there  will  be  the  utmost  co-operation 
between  the  various  officers. 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  of  cowsheds  ...  ...  22 

„ „ ,,  dairies  ...  ...  168 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  pasteurising  plants  87 

Number  of  Registered  Dairymen  prior  to  October,  1949  77 

,,  ,,  Producers  ,,  ,,  15 

,,  ,,  Retailers  ,,  ,,  59 

,,  ,,  Wholesalers  ,,  ,,  11 

,,  ,,  Distributors  since  October,  1949  45 

,,  ,,  Dairies  ,,  ,,  29 

One  application  for  registration  as  a distributor  of  milk  was 
refused  after  the  applicant  had  been  heard  by  the  appropriate 
Committee. 

Notices  served  (see  page  58  ) 


Milk  (Special  Designations). 

Seventeen  licenses  were  granted  : — 


Tuberculin  tested  (Certified) 

Producers 

licence. 

Dealers 

licence. 

1 

Pasteurisers 

licence. 

Tuberculin  tested 

1 

t 

— 

Tuberculin  tested  (Pasteurised) 

— 

1 

Accredited 

1 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

— 

5 

1 

Sterilised  . . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

14 

1 

One  application  for  a supplementary  licence  to  sell  T T.  milk 
was  refused. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Designated  Milks. 


T.T.Cert. 

Samples  taken  for 

T.T. 

Accredited 

Pasteurised 

examination  (182)  . . 22 

. . 99 

. . 17 

. . 44 

Failed  Methylene  Blue  Test  0 

14 

0 

1 

fFailed  Coliform  Test  . . 1 

. . 23 

0 

7 

Failed  Phosphatase  Test 

* 

1 

tSince  1st  October,  1949,  the  Coliform  Test  has  been  discontinued  as 
‘Test  not  applicable. 

No  Sterilised  milk  was  sold  in  the  City. 

an  official  test 
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The  Ministry  of  Food  (Milk  Division)  were  notified  each  month 
of  samples  which  failed  to  pass  the  appropiate  tests,  and  the  Area 
Milk  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  promptly  informed  of  samples 
of  Pasteurised  milk  which  did  not  comply  with  official  requirements 

Biological  Tests  of  Milk  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Nine  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  and  guinea-pig 
inoculation.  (Accredited  1,  Undesignated  8).  All  were  reported  as 
negative. 


E.  (ICE  CREAM). 


The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  examination  was  440 
compared  with  505  during  1948  aud  292  during  1947.  They  were 
graded  as  follows  : — 


Grade  1 ...  ...  ...  251  or  approx. 

Grade  2 ...  ...  ...  116  or  approx. 

Grade  3 ...  ...  ...  35  or  approx. 

Grade  4 ...  ...  ...  38  or  approx. 

-The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  percentages  for  1948). 


57 .U% 

26.4%  (18.0%) 
8.0%  (13.6%) 
8.6%  (7.0%) 


It  will  be  noted  that  16.6%  of  the  samples  examined  were  report- 
ed as  unsatisfactory  (i  e.  Grades  3 and  4)  compared  with  20.6%  in  1948. 
Visits  were  made  to  the  premises  from  which  these  samples  were 
obtained,  a careful  inspection  of  the  premises  and  practice  carried  out 
and  appropriate  advice  given.  Follow-up  samples  were  later  obtained 
The  principal  cause  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  inadequate  steriliz- 
ation of  servers,  etc.  Manufacture  of  ice  cream  was  discontinued  at 
three  premises  and  one  vendor  discontinued  sale. 

No  less  than  74  premises  were  newly  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream  and  one  for  the  storage  of  ice  cream.  The  services  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  were  again  utilised  and  proved 
extremely  useful. 

In  the  absence  of  a legal  standard  for  fat  content  in  ice  cream 
it  was  decided  not  to  submit  any  samples  for  such  examination. 


F.  (WATER  SAMPLING). 


Seventy-one  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  of  which 
16  were  reported  as  unsatisfactory,  viz  : — 


Source  of  Sample 
Services  on  City  mains 
Springs 
Veil 
Stream 

Storage  tanks  .... 
Mineral  springs 
Swimming  Baths 
River  Avon 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

21 

0 

4 

10 

1 

0 

0 

1 

5 

1 

9 

0 

15 

1 

0 

3 

55 


16 
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The  Health  Committee  approved  of  the  laying  of  a new  City 
water  main  in  Horsecombe  Vale  in  order  that  such  supply  might  be 
laid  on  to  four  cottages  in  that  area,  the  occupants  of  which  at  present 
depend  upon  springs  for  supplying  water  for  their  needs  and  which 
upon  examination  from  time  to  time  have  been  found  to  be  polluted. 

Several  complaints  of  oil  pollution  of  the  River  Avon  were 
reported  and  investigated. 


SECTION  IV. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


Disinfection. 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  diseases  and  conditions  ...  ...  ...  34 


In  addition,  35  steam  disinfections  were  carried  out  at  th^ 
Manor  Hospital  (Disinfecting  Station)  and  431  articles  were  treated  in 
this  way,  viz. : — 45  mattresses,  90  blankets,  19  sheets,  88  pillows  and 
198  other  items. 

Disinfection  is  now  undertaken  in  respect  of  cases  arising  in  the 
area  of  the  Bathavon  R.D.C.,  for  which  a charge  is  made  and  five 
cases  were  dealt  with. 

Disinfestation. 

Twelve  houses  owned  by  the  Corporation  and  31  privately 
owned  houses  were  treated  in  consequence  of  infestation  by  bed-bugs. 
Two  cases  of  body  lice  were  dealt  with  and  one  person  suffering  from 
scabies  was  cleansed  and  treated. 

There  was  a wide  variety  of  infestations  of  houses  and  business 
premises  by  other  pests  and  the  following  155  cases  were  dealt 
with;— Wasps  47,  flies  38,  beetles  31,  cockroaches  13,  fleas  12,  ants  9, 
crickets  3 and  silver-fish  2. 

Two  cases  of  unusual  interest  occurred  : — 

(a)  infestation  of  a church  by  flies,  so  numerous  that  their  buzzing 
interfered  considerably  with  the  church  services.  Good  work  by  a 
firm  of  builders  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  R.  J.  Pendlebury  (District 
Sanitary  Inspector)  secured  the  satisfactory  disinfestation  in  a few 
days ; and 

(b)  infestation  of  flies  in  a number  of  B.I.S.F.  prefabricated  houses. 
Large  numbers  of  the  flies  were  located  in  theglasswool  filled  partitions 
and  normal  disinfestation  methods  could  not  be  used  successfully 
without  considerable  interference  with  the  structure.  In  view  of  this 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  City  Engineer,  who  in  turn  referred  it 
to  Building  Research  Council. 
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SECTION  V. 

FACTORIES,  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 
Factories  Act,  1937  (Part  1) — Inspections. 


Number  on 

No.  of 

Written 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  ... 

331 

165 

10 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power 

406 

94 

10 

Others  (excluding  out-workers  premises)  1 

21 

— 

Total 

738 

270 

29 

Referred 

Defects 

To  H.M. 

ByiH.M. 

Prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

Insp. 

Insp. 

Instituted. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

9 

8 



6 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temp. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

' — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

5 

10 

— 

2 

— 

defective 

18 

15 

— 

6 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  against  the 

Act 

30 

1 

22 

1 

— 

Total 

64 

37 

22 

16 

__ 

Factories  Act,  1937  (Part  VIII) — Outwork. 

Ten  outworkers  were  notified,  6 engaged  in  glove  making,  3 in 
textile  weaving  (carpets)  and  2 in  tailoring.  Their  premises  were 
inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Shops  Acts,  1912-36. 

Inspections  and  re-inspections 

Means  of  heating  provided  or  improved 

Forms  and  Notices  provided  as  result  of  notices 

Hours  of  employment  adjusted 

Washing  facilities  provided 

Washing  facilities  improved 

Sanitary  accommodation  cleansed  or  improved 

Cleansing  or  redecorating  .. 


292 

2 

12 

5 

1 

5 

10 

2 


Offices. 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  ...  •••  47 

Washing  facilities  provided  ...  ...  1 

Washing  facilities  improved  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sanitary  accommodation  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1956. 

Two  shopkeepers  were  cautioned  for  having  carried  on  business 
beyond  the  statutory  closing  time. 

It  was  noted  that  more  shopkeepers  took  advantage  of  the 
suspension  of  closing  times  during  the  week  preceding  Christmas,  1949 
than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1948. 

Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restriction)  Act,  1936. 

Four  contraventions  were  detected  and  the  offenders  cautioned. 
Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938. 

One  contravention  was  dealt  with.  A young  girl  was  employed 
in  excess  of  the  number  of  hours  permitted  under  the  Act.  Both  the 
employer  and  employee  were  cautioned. 

NOTICES  SERVED.  (See  page  58). 


SECTION  VI. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Judging  by  the  vast  number  of  complaints  received  (1,018)  it  would 
appear  that  the  public  are  becoming  increasingly  rat-conscious.  This 
co-operation  is  much  appreciated  and  I hope  it  will  continue.  The  im- 
portance of  early  notification  of  infestations  cannot  be  better  demon- 
strated than  by  reference  to  the  case  of  food  poisoning  reported  on  page 
46.  The  intensification  of  the  clean  food  campaign  has  also  been  of 
considerable  value  in  bringing  to  light  a number  of  infestations  which 
might  otherwise  have  not  been  reported.  The  results  of  the  maintenance 
treatments  of  sewers  were  again  very  successful  and  whilst,  as  I have 
stated  on  several  occasions  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  it  is  highly 
improbable  that  lats  can  be  entirely  eliminated  from  an  old  city  such  as 
this,  the  results  in  1949  indicate  that  the  problem  has  been  very  much 
reduced  and  the  rodent  control  work  has  been  well  worth  the  time,  labour, 
and  money  expended. 


The  detailed  summary  for  1949  is  as  follows: 

Complaints  investigated 1,018 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  (by  rodents  operators  5,574) ...  5,708 

Defective  sewers  repaired  50 

Premises  rat-proofed  34 

Drains  tested  by  smoke 23 

Drains  tested  by  chemicals  5 

Premises  where  use  of  traps  advised  

Pre-baits  laid  21,398 

Poison  baits  laid:  Red  Squill  121 

Barium  Carbonate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Zinc  Phosphide  ...  ...  ...  ...  480 

Arsenious  Oxide  9,068 

Traps  set • 1,609 

Business  premises  treated  273 

Dwelling-houses  treated 358 

Other  buildings  or  sites  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Notices  served  (see  page  58)  
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Maintenance  treatment  of  Sewers 

For  the  fourth  consecutive  year,  two  treatments  were  carried  out 
and  the  results  indicate  that  there  was  a diminution  in  the  estimated 
population  of  rats  in  sewers.  The  number  of  clear  takes  in  the  summer 
treatment  (49)  was  the  lowest  so  far  recorded,  but  it  is  too  early  to  suggest 
that  this  number  will  be  still  further  reduced  in  future  treatments.  It  is 
possible,  of  course,  that  the  very  dry  summer  had  some  bearing  on  the 
results,  but  in  any  case  it  is  intended  to  continue  these  treatments  over  a 
wide  area  of  the  City.  Details  of  the  1949  treatments  are  as  follows: 


January,  1949  June,  1949 


Manholes  baited  

391 

395 

Clear  takes 

68 

49 

Good  takes 

62 

60 

Small  takes  

126 

89 

No  takes  

135 

197 

Estimated  kill 

Average  annual  estimated  kill  over  the 

3,870 

past  five  years  7,815 

3,120 

SECTION  VII. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  obsolete  public  convenience  in  Weston  Road  was  demolished 
in  July,  1949,  the  structure  having  become  dangerous. 

War  Damage  repairs  were  carried  out  at  the  Henrietta  Park  Con- 
veniences. A Special  Report  on  the  Provision  of  Public  Conveniences — 
Long  Term  Policy — was  circulated  to  the  Health  Committee  and  approved 
by  them  in  April,  1949.  The  scheme  provides  for  the  construction  of  21 
new  conveniences  and  the  demolition  of  14  conveniences  over  a period  of 
12  years.  The  estimated  total  cost  of  the  scheme  being  £25,000,  plus  cost 
of  acquiring  sites. 

A start  was  made  on  the  erection  of  a new  convenience  on  a site  in 
Shaftesbury  Road.  Negotiations  were  also  commenced  to  secure  the 
transfer  of  the  public  weigh  office  in  Sawclose  from  the  Markets  Committee 
to  the  Health  Committee,  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  to  convert  part  of  the  building  into  a ladies’  convenience,  which  is 
badly  needed  in  that  area. 

In  view  of  the  need  for  strict  economy,  proposals  for  cutting  a new 
doorway  and  providing  electric  lighting  to  the  Golf  Approach  convenience 
were  postponed  until  more  favourable  times.  Meanwhile,  the  convenience 
is  to  be  kept  closed  at  night  and  during  the  winter. 


Damage 

W.C.  door  locks  stolen  or  broken  •••  ...  320 

W.C.  seats  stolen  or  broken  •••  •••  14 

W.C.  pans  broken  ...  •••  ...  10 

Water  pipes  broken  (other  than  by  frost)  ...  41 

Water  pipes  burst  owing  to  frost  •••  ...  '19 

Flushing  cisterns  broken  or  defective  ...  180 

Electric  light  bulbs  stolen  or  broken  ...  258 

Drains  choked  ...  ...  ...  110 

Miscellaneous  defects  (coat  hooks,  door  handles, 

door  springs,  windows)  etc — ...  164 


Total  number  of  repairs  or  replacements  ?•.  1116 


58 


Baths,  Washes  and  Cloakrooms 

Men 

Baths  ...  ...  3695  (4026) 

Washes  ...  ...  12723  (13550) 

Use  of  Cloakrooms  ...  4412  (6036) 

N.B.  Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1948 


Women 

2284  (2273) 
16475  (16513) 
2894  (3141) 


NOTICES  SERVED 


Section  I — Housing — 

Informal. 

Formal  TOTAL 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  9 (Repairs) 

— 

— 

— 

,,  11  (Demolition) 

— 

90 

90 

,,  12  (Closure) 

— 

65 

65 

,,  59  (Overcrowdin 

g)  6 

— 

6 

,,  168  (Ownership etc. )367 

— 

367 

Houses — let-in-Lodgings  Byelaws 

— 

— 

— 

Section  II — Sanitation — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Nuisances,  etc. 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  75  and 
Bath  Corporation  Act,  1925  (Provision 

425 

88 

513 

of  Dustbins) 

38 

10 

48 

Section  III — Food — 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

— 

62 

62 

Ice  Cream  Regulations 

73 

— 

73 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936-42 

20 

— 

20 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  ... 

14 

— 

14 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

1 

— 

1 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 

— 

— 

— 

Section  IV — Disinfection  and 

Disinfestation 

Section  V — Factories,  Shops  and  Offices 

Factories  Act,  1937  ... 

29 

— 

29 

Shops  Acts,  1912-36  ... 

21 

— 

21 

Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act,  1928 

2 

— 

2 

Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restriction)  Act,  1936 

4 

— 

4 

Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1936 

1 

— 

1 

Section  VI — Rodent  Control — 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  ... 

8 

— 

8 

Infestation  Order  1943 

— 

— 

— 

Prosecution- 

Failure  of  owner  to  comply  with  abatement  notice.  Order  made 
for  compliance  with  notice  and  to  pay  Is.  Od.  cpsts. 
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BIRTHS.  DEATHS  UNDER  1 YEAR,  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY, 

1949. 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

l,_ 

Births 

389 

585 

1174 

550 

554 

1104 

39 

31 

70 

Deaths  (under  one  year)  ... 

19 

15 

34 

18 

14 

32 

1 

1 

2 

*Infant  Mortality 

32 

26 

29 

33 

25 

29 

26 

32 

29 

* i.e..  Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At  Home 

At  Hosp. 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

Taken  at  9 a.m.  G.M.T.,  at  Henrietta  Park 


1949 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Year. 

Mean  

433 

41'2 

424 

51-4 

52  4 

60.4 

649 

63  2 

62  1 

553 

448 

43-5 

521 

„ 45  yrs  Average 

407 

40' 7 

43'3 

473 

533 

58  0 

61-5 

610 

56'9 

50-8 

44T 

414 

49  9 

Highest 

532 

56'2 

65  0 

738 

70 '2 

837 

896 

8U9 

82'9 

75'4 

588 

560 

896 

jDate 

28 

1721 

26 

15 

13 

28 

12 

22 

4 

3 

4 

7 

July  12 

Lowest 

28'5 

224 

264 

30  0 

31'6 

37'4 

47’7 

453 

463 

310 

25’6 

280 

22'4 

^Date 

13 

4 

20 

9 

10 

2 

8 

12 

20 

28 

2 

12 

Feb.  4 

Humidity... 

85 

84 

75 

68 

65 

67 

63 

75 

82 

83 

85 

83 

76 

(Total  in  inches  ... 

110 

1 43 

1 39 

1'57 

3 15 

0 24 

1 22 

144 

P32 

5'99 

3'22 

ri6 

23  23 

J No.  Wet  Days 

13 

10 

8 

14 

12 

5 

8 

11 

7 

15 

20 

17 

140 

j Mean  of  80  yrs.  .. 

288 

2 24 

213 

207 

203 

2 05 

2 63 

283 

255 

328 

2-90 

3T9 

3092 

„ Wet  Days  ... 

15 

14 

14 

13 

12 

11 

13 

14 

! 

16 

15 

17 

167 

Sunshine,  hours ... 

60'  0 

119.7 

1426 

175.6 

245  6 

275  0 

269  3 

217'6 

jl47-7 

1079 

688 

53'  5 

1883  3 

Do.  Mean  of  40  yrs. 

50'3 

725 

114'9 

154T 

1914 

2Q49 

197-0 

1817 

147'8 

1009 

623 

424 

1520  5 

CITY  OF  BATH 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1949 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  AND  REMOVED  DURING  1949 
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